
 

                        FAMILY EVENT POLITICAL SOCIAL 

1836  64 64 42 40 Samuel  
Born 26/1 

Tolpuddle Martyrs pardoned 
Paymaster General's  
Office founded 
General Register Office  
established 
 

Marriage in dissenting chapels 
legalised 
Sir W S Gilbert (Composer) born 
Formation of the London Working  
Men's Association 
Invention of screw propeller  

1837  21 Jun, Victoria’s Coronation  
Public Record Office started 

Invention of telegraph  
by S F B Morse 

1838 Caroline  
born 10/6 

The People's Charter  
published (origins of the 
Chartist Movement) 

First steam crossing of the 
Atlantic 
Grace Darling rescues survivors 
of the "Forfarshire" 

1839 
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  Henley Royal Regatta founded 
Rubber vulcanisation developed  
by C Goodyear 

1840 
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Sarah  
Munyard  
dies17/2 

Reform of the postal service 
by Rowland Hill. 
First Postage Stamps issued 
Britain annexes 
New Zealand 

First screw propeller driven  
Royal Naval ship 
Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra 
founded 
Development of photography 

1841   Robert Peel becomes Prime 
Minister 
King Edward VII born 

Punch (Magazine) first published 
The Kew Gardens given to the 
Nation 
London Library founded by  
T Carlyle 

1842 

 

Augustus 
born 15/6 

Afghan revolt 
Income Tax reintroduced 
Royal Commission on  
Children's Employment 
Detective department of the 
Metropolitan Police  
(origin of CID) formed 

The Illustrated London News 
founded 
Sir Arthur Sullivan (Composer) 
born 
First use of ether as anaesthetic  
by CW Long 

1843 
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71 

  

Sarah 
Halfpenny  
dies 14/9 

Formation of the  
Free Church of Scotland 

The News of the World  
(Newspaper) founded 
William Wordsworth appointed  
Poet Laureate 
Guy's Hospital Rugby Club 
formed (first rugby club) 
Christmas cards invented by Sir 
Henry Cole,  
Dickens "A Christmas Carol" 

1844 

  
  

 Mines Act prohibits use of 
women and boys in mines 

Young Men's Christian  
Association (YMCA) founded 
The Rochdale Pioneers set up the 
first Co-operative retail shop 
 1845 

 73 

   

William II 
dies 28/3 

 Cricket at Kennington Oval 
Elizabeth Fry died 
Invention of pneumatic tyre 

1846 
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  Potato famine in Ireland  

1847 
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53 51  Irish emigration  



 

                  FAMILY EVENT POLITICAL SOCIAL 

1848 12 54 Board of Health formed Pre-Raphaelite brotherhood 
Formed 
George Stephenson died 

1849 

 

Nov - Cholera epidemic takes 
2000 lives/week 

Harrods founded 

1850   Alfred Lord Tennyson appointed  
Poet Laureate 
Royal Meteorological Soc. formed 
William Wordsworth died 
Invention of the refrigerator 

1851 Samuel  
apprenticed 
to his father 
4/10 

The Great Exhibition in Hyde  
Park  
Amalgamated Society of  
Engineers – the first union to 
represent a single trade 

JMW Turner died 
First Fortnum and Mason hampers  
for visitors to the Great Exhibition 
Royal School of Mines founded 
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1852  Patent Office set up by  
Act of Parliament 
 

Victoria and Albert Museum  
opened (in Marlborough House) 

1853  First Charity Commissioners  
Abt. 1853 Transportation of  
criminals to Australia ends 

Cheltenham Ladies College  
Founded 
Smallpox vaccination  
became compulsory 1854 

 

 Crimean War – Britain and  
France declare war on 

Russia  
Battle of Alma – Sept. 
Charge of Light Brigade at  
Balaclava 25/10 
Battle of Inkerman 7/11 

Meteorological Office established 

1855  Florence Nightingale arrives 

the Crimea 

Young Woman’s Christian 
Association (YWCA) founded 
Invention of safety match by  1856 

 

  
  

 Victoria Cross instituted 
End of Crimean War 

HM Coastguard Act establishes  
reserve body of the Royal Navy  

1857 Samuel  
marries 
Ann Deane 
28/6 

Court of Probate established 
Sepoy Mutiny in India 
Siege of Lucknow 30/6-17/11 

Sir Edward Elgar born 
Halle Orchestra founded  
in Manchester 

1858 Frederick  
Charles 
born 1

st
 qtr  

Office of Secretary of state for 
India instituted 
End of Indian Mutiny - Jun 
East India Company wound 

Medical Act – Royal Colleges of  
Physicians and Surgeons offer  
Diplomas. GMC registration 
Crockford’s Clerical Directory  
 1859 

  
  

 Royal Geographical Society  
incorporated 

National Portrait Gallery opens 
Charles Darwin publishes  
“The Origin of Species” 

1860 Harry  
Munyard 
Born 28/8 

First Navy Ironclad launched First Open golf championship 

1861 
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 1
st
 UK horse drawn tram  

introduced by George Train 
Gatling gun invented 

Founding of Morris and Co.  
(Arts and Crafts Movement) 

1862 

 

 
 
 
26 

 
 
 

30 2 68 66 

Alfred 
born 1

st
 qtr. 

William III  
dies 31/10 

Source of the Nile discovered 
by John Hanning Speke 

Purchase of Sandringham by the  
Prince of Wales 



  FAMILY EVENT POLITICAL SOCIAL 

1863  Metropolitan Line opens for  
first tube train service 

Football Association formed 
David Lloyd George born 

1864 

27 31 3 67 

Sidney born 
8/7 

Albert Memorial erected  

 

Wisden Cricketer's Almanac 
first published 
First County Cricket Championship 

1865 Percy born  
5/12 

 Salvation Army founded by William 
& Catherine Booth in Whitechapel 

1866 
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Sept. Cholera sweeps 
London 

Invention of the  
breech-loading rifle 

1867 

 

Fenian rising in Ireland 
Alfred Nobel invents  
dynamite 
 

First Croquet Championship played 
at Evesham, Worcs 
Invention of the typewriter 
Joseph Lister pioneers antiseptics 

1868 
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 Trades Union Congress 
(TUC) formed 
Disraeli becomes Prime  
Minister 

Last public hanging in Britain 
Royal National Institute for the Blind 
founded (as the British and Foreign  
Blind Association) 

1869 

 

D Mendeleev constructs  
Periodic Table of elements 

Whittaker's Almanac first published 
Sainsbury's started as a dairy in 
Drury Lane, London 
Founding of the All-England Lawn  
Tennis and Croquet Club 

1870 

 

Elementary Education Act  
Set up state elementary  
schools 

Electric incandescent lamp invented 
by T A Edison 
Charles Dickens died 

1871 

 

Trade Union Act legalised 
trade unions 
Bank Holidays Act  

Formation of the Rugby Football  
Union; first match between England  
and Scotland 

1872 

 

Gladstone becomes  
Prime Minister 

First Football Cup Final at 
Kennington Oval, London between 
Wanderers and Royal Engineers  
"Marie Celeste" found abandoned 

1873 
 

Royal Navy Training 
School, Greenwich opened 

Invention of pianoforte by J 
Broadwood 

1874 Samuel 
appointed 
deputy 
superintendent 

 Sir Winston Churchill born 

1875 

 

Establishment of the High  
Court of Justice 

Snooker invented in Kabul by  
Colonel Sir Neville Chamberlain 
Captain Webb first person recorded  
to have swum the English Channel 

1876 

  

Telephone invented by A G Bell 
First recorded Greyhound Race at  
Hendon, London 
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1877 
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St. John Ambulance  
Association and Brigade  
founded 

First Wimbledon Championships  
First cricket test match between  
Australia and England at Melbourne 

18781878 
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42 46 18 82 

Samuel  
becomes 
Superintendent 
Mary Ann 
dies 12/8 
 

Salvation Army adopts  
uniforms and military style 
hierarchy 

 



FAMILY EVENT POLITICAL SOCIAL 

1879 43 47 19  Creation of the office of 
Director of Public prosecutions 
Tay Bridge disaster 

Royal Shakespeare Company 
(RSC) founded 
Sir Rowland Hill died 

1880  Revised version of the Bible 
published jointly by Oxford & 
Cambridge Presses 

Founding of the Amateur Athletics 
Association (AAA) 
Royal Tournament first held 

1881 
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N 
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1882 

H 
A 
R 
R 
Y  First Polytechnic opened in 

Regent Street, London by 
Quentin Hogg 
Benjamin Disraeli (Lord 
Beaconsfield) died 

Isolation of tuberculosis bacteria  
by R Koch 
A A Milne born 
Anthony Trollope died 

1883  Krakatoa erupts John Maynard Keynes born 
Royal College of Music founded 
Foundation of the Boys Brigade in 
Glasgow 
Cholera bacteria isolated by Robert 
Koch 

1884  Foundation of the Fabian 
Society 
National Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children (NSPCC) set up 
Sir Hugh Walpole died 

First Volume of Oxford English 
Dictionary published 
Blackpool Tower built 
Fountain pen invented by 
L E Waterman 

1885  Tower Bridge approved 
General Gordon killed at 
Khartoum 

First British Amateur Golf  
Championship 
First internal combustion carriage 
built by K. Benz 
Vaccine against rabies discovered 
by Louis Pasteur 
 1886  Institution of the Distinguished 

Service Order (DSO) for 
officers of the Army, RN, RAF 
and Merchant Marine 

First Crufts Dog Show held at 
Islington, Middx. by Charles Cruft 

1887  First British submarine tested 
General Montgomery born 

Sherlock Holmes created by Arthur 
Conan Doyle 

1888   Invention of the pneumatic tyre by  
John Dunlop 
Invention of hand-held camera by 
George Eastman 
Jack the Ripper terrorises London's 
East End 

1889  Invention of the bolt-action rifle 
by P von Mauser 

Royal Society for the Protection of  
Birds (RSPB) founded in 
Manchester 
Completion of the Forth Bridge - 
first large steel structure 

1890 

S 
A 
M 
U 
E 
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Harry 
marries 
Gertrude 
Maria 
Fearis 8/1 

First steam powered lifeboat 
entered service 

Discovery of diphtheria vaccine by  
E Von Behring 

1891 
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55 59 24 

Owen 
Deane 
born 22/2 

 Invention of the zip fastener by 
W.L.Judson 
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1892 56 60 32 25 Nancy  
Fearis 
born 29/12 

  

1893 

  
Thomas Edison invents motion pictures 
Alexander Korda (Film Producer) born 

1894 

A 
N 
N 

 
General Council of the Bar  
(Bar Council) founded 

Tower Bridge opened 
 

1895 
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Anne dies  
14/12 

 
 

National Trust founded  
The Proms (The Henry Wood  
Promenade Concerts) established 
Bert Acres invents the cine camera  
and projector 
Discovery of x-rays by W K Roentgen 
Wireless telegraphy invented by  
G Marconi 

1896     Who's Who first published 

1897 E
L 
I 
Z 

Samuel 
marries 
Elizabeth 
Reeves 

Victoria celebrates her  
Diamond Jubilee 

Tate Gallery opened 
Automobile Club of Great Britain &  
Ireland founded (RAC) 
Country Life Magazine started 

1898 A    

1899 

  

Start of the Boer War Invention of first tape recorder 
by V Poulsen 
Introduction of aspirin by Felix Hoffman 

1900 
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Invention of rigid airship by  
von Zeppelin 
Relief of Ladysmith 28/2 
Relief of Mafeking 17/5 
Boxer rebellion in Peking 

Davis Cup for Tennis first  
introduced (Men) 
Burberry developed by Thomas 
Burberry 
Invention of agricultural tractor 
by B Holt 

1901  Leslie  
Newton 
born  
29/12 

 Foundation of the British Academy 
First successful safety razor sold 
by K Gillette 

1902    End of the Boer War Education Act set up state Grammar  
Schools 
Cecil Rhodes died 
Sir William Walton born 

1903     Women's Social and Political Union  
(WSPU) founded by Emmeline 
Pankhurst 

1904  Barbara  
Margaret 
Born   
30/10 

First petrol driven lifeboat  
entered service 
First regular motor bus 
service  
started in London 

Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts 
(RADA) founded by Sir Herbert 
Beerbohm-Tree 

1905  
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  Royal Navy Training School, 
Dartmouth opened 
Sinn Fein founded in Ireland  
by Arthur Griffith 
 

First Rugby International match 
between England and France 
Founding of the Automobile 
Association  
Convicted Suffragettes choose to go to 
prison 

1906 
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VII 

70  46 39 
5 

  Dodd's Socialist Camp at Caister-on-
sea, Norfolk – first holiday camp 
Wassermann test for syphilis 
developed 
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1907 71  47 40 6  New Zealand granted  
Dominion Status 

Present Old Bailey building opened 
on site of Newgate Prison 
Albert Einstein postulates "E=mc2" 
theory 
Edvard Grieg died 

1908 E 
L 

  Establishment of first Borstal Scout Association founded by Lord 
Baden-Powell 

1909 
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   First Rugby match played at 
Twickenham 
Selfridges opened by G Selfridge 

1910 
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  Port of London Authority(PLA)  
constituted by Act of Parliament 
 

Girl Guides movement started  
by Lord Baden-Powell 
Invention of Bakelite, first plastic 
Florence Nightingale died 
William Holman Hunt died 
Radio used to arrest Dr Crippen  
fleeing to Quebec 

1911 
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  First National Insurance Act 
passed 
First Official Secrets Act 
World's first scheduled Air Mail  
service inaugurated  
Three policemen die in the Siege  
of Sidney Street 
Troops clash with strikers in 
North  
of England  

Royal National Institute for the  
Deaf (RNID) founded by Leo Bonn 
Sir W S Gilbert (Composer) died 
First escalator introduced at Earl's  
Court Underground Station 
E. Rutherford puts forward nuclear  
model of the atom 
Founding of the Camden Town 
Group (Art) by Walter Sickert 

1912 
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Samuel 
dies 11/3 

Royal Flying Corps formed 
SS Titanic sinks with  
loss of 1513 lives 

 

1913 

   53 46 12 

 Capt. Scott found dead in 
Antarctica 
Suffragette dies under King's 
horse at Epsom 

First Chelsea Flower Show held 


