
  

Barbara Margaret Brownfield 

IV. BARBARA MARGARET BROWNFIELD was born October 30, 1904 at the 
Old College, Petersfield1 
 

.  
 

She married CHARLES HENRY LAWRENCE WOODHOUSE July 12, 1928  
in St Jude's Church, Southsea.2 

 

 



  

 
 
 



  

Charles Woodhouse was born on July 9, 1893 
in Tuxford, Nottinghamshire. He was the son of 
the Reverend A.P.Woodhouse and Mrs 
F.D.Woodhouse. He was educated at the Royal 
Naval Colleges, Osborne and Dartmouth. He 
achieved considerable fame as the captain of 
the cruiser H.M.S.Ajax at the Battle of the 
River Plate in 1939. In this engagement, the 
first naval success for the allied forces in the 
Second World War, the German pocket 
Battleship The Graf Spee  was forced into 
Montevideo harbour by three much smaller 
British warships and so badly damaged that the 
German high Command ordered her to be 
scuttled.. He was made a Companion of the 
Honourable Order of the Bath (C.B.) for his 
part in this operation. His next post was as the 
first captain of the brand new battleship H.M.S 
Howe. His last appointment was as 
Commander in Chief , East Indies, wih 
hisheadquarters at Trincoalee in Ceylon. He 
was knighted in 1949 (K.C.B.) He retired in 
1950 with the rank of Admiral.3 

He died on September 23, 1978 in Warlingham, Surrey. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

BARBARA BROWNFIELD and CHARLES WOODHOUSE had three girls: 
 
(i).  JENNIFER WOODHOUSE who was born in Southsea in 1931. She married 
GERARD (George) HAYNE an officer in the Royal Navy, on May 17, 1952 at All Saints 
Church, Warlingham.  George had been born in Rio de Janeiro on January 27, 1928 He was 
Naval Attaché in:  Moscow and Helsinki accompanied by Jennifer for an interesting and 
challenging two years before becoming Commodore of HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. His last 
appointment was as Commodore, Intelligence, at the Ministry of Defence.4    After his 
retirement he worked for the British Heart Foundation and SSAFA. He died in Midhurst on 
January 10, 1994. 
 
(ii)   HILARY ZOE WOODHOUSE who was born in, 1933.    She married Julian 
Kennedy-Cooke at All Saints Church, Warlingham on April 5th, 1956.   They have a daughter 
and two sons. After the children were at school all day, she gained an Open University Degree 
(BA).   She served as a Governor of the boys’ old Prep. School (Downside Preparatory 
School, Purley, Surrey) for a number of years whilst living in South Croydon and West 
Wittering.   Hilary worked part-time as a Medical Secretary in the Chest Clinic at Purley 
Hospital for about ten years and also at Mayday Hospital, Croydon where she was involved in 
the organisation of the MRCP Part 2 Examination .    After moving to West Wittering she 
became a Volunteer for WRVS in St. Richard’s Hospital, Chichester.     She is Vice-Captain 
of the Ladies Section of Selsey Golf Club and will be Ladies Captain during 2009.   Both she 
and Julian are actively involved with their Parish Church Choir and their local Amateur 
Dramatic Society. 
 
Julian was educated at St.Edward’s School, Oxford and, after two years National Service in 
the army he went to Worcester College, Oxford.    After graduating, he taught French, 
German and initially some Maths at Whitgift School, Croydon from 1953 to 1989.      After a 
number of years as Housemaster of a Junior School House, he became Second Master of the 
Junior School and later administrator of all Junior School games fixtures and training.      He 
taught Junior and Senior forms up to GCE level and also took parties abroad.. He retired in 
1989. 
 
 



  

 
 
(iii).  ANN BELINDA WOODHOUSE who was born in 1936. She was 
educated at the Royal Naval School at Haslemere where she was head girl. After 
leaving school, she trained as a Secretary at Queens College London before joining 
the Women’s Royal Naval Service (W.R.N.S.). Belinda was presented at court by her 
aunt, Sylvia Brownfield in 1955. She married DONALD ARTHUR COOPER on 
April 5, 1958 at All Saints Church, Warlingham. Don was born in 1930 in British 
Guiana. He was educated at Queen’s College, passing his School Certificate in 1946. 
The family returned to England in March 1947. He joined the RAF and went as a 
cadet to RAF College, Cranwell in 1949. His first posting was to a Meteor (No. 247) 
Squadron, based at Odiham in 1952, during which time he took part in the flypast 
over Odiham on the occasion of Queen Elizabeth II’s Coronation Review of the RAF. 
After this, he became a flying instructor on Meteors at Weston Zoyland, Somerset and 
Strubby, Lincolnshire. He subsequently did a year’s course at the Empire Test Pilots 
School followed by three years test flying at Farnborough. At the end of this tour of 
duty, he was awarded the AFC. After a year as a student at the RAF Staff College, he 
was posted to Ternhill, Shropshire to be a squadron commander at the Central Flying 
School’s Helicopter Training Unit. His last two postings were administrative at HQ 
Flying Training Command, Shinfield Park, Berkshire, and on the Central Staffs of the 
MOD in Whitehall. Donald retired from the Royal Air Force in 1970 with the rank of 
Wing Commander. He then joined the Civil Service as an Inspector of Aircraft 
Accidents, where he rose to be the Chief Inspector. Among many other investigations, 
he was leader of the service at the time of the Lockabie 747 Bomb disaster. He was 
awarded the CBE in 1990.5 
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