
GENERATION NO. 4 

James Brownfield  

4. I. JAMES BROWNFIELD  the elder son of William Brownfield and 
Ann Kiflin was born on December 7, 1769 in East Greenwich, Kent1 and christened at 
St Alphege’s on December 17th. He entered the Naval Hospital School on April 9, 
17812 and was apprenticed to his father who had by now been invalided out of the 
Navy, William BROMFIELD (the apprentice records also use this spelling for his 
name) on April 7, 1785. He received his freedom on May 10, 17923 On February 2, 
1793 James married Mary Ann Johnson in St Alphege’s Church.4  
 
They had two daughters: 
(i) Mary Ann Brownfield born November 23, 1793, christened December 1, 1793 
at St Alphege’s,5 

(ii) Ann Brownfield born January 31, 1796 and christened on February 22, at St 
Alphege’s.6  
 
James went to sea and was serving on board HMS Mars in 1795 when he made a will. 
Accident, disease and war were risks for seamen and many of them made wills to 
provide for their families in the event of death. As far back as 1698 the Admiralty had 
to deal with individuals impersonating deceased seamen or their executors, creditors 
or next of kin. They were trying to claim unpaid wages by forging wills and letters of 
attorney, but it was not until 1786 that the office of Inspector of Wills was 
established. The records in this online collection at the National Archive are original 
wills of Warrant officers and seamen. Most of them are written on printed forms. 
These forms were accepted as valid by the Admiralty and they were deposited in the 
Navy Office, with orders to issue cheques to the executors.6 The will shows that 
James and Mary Ann were living in Brew House Lane. In the sale of his brother 
William’s properties in 1845 there is a “ Freehold property, situate in Brewhouse 
Lane, near the Greenwich Pier, comprising a mast and car maker’s premises, large sail 
loft with private residence” – was this James’ house? 
 
N.B. There is also a record on July 6, 18067 in the St Alphege’s burial records for 
James Brownfield, a boat builder’s son, There is no record of an appropriate 
christening at St Alphege’s, but could this have been James’ child? 
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