LESLIE NEWTON BROWNFIELD

Much of the information in this chapter is taken from “SEA @¥G a light hearted history of
L.N.Brownfield by L.N.Brownfield, where | have quoted from thwgeith some editing, the text
appears in italics.

8. IR LESLIE NEWTON BROWNFIELD was born on December 29, 1901 in
The Old College, Petersfidldvhere his Father carried out his general medical practieew#s
christened on February 21, 1902 in St. Peters Church, Petersfel@ptfather was E.J.Fry who
was his cousin, the son of his great aunt Sarah and Winddweurtl Fry.

Silver Christening mug inscribed: Leslie with his sister Barbara
“L.N.Brownfield from
his Godfather
E.J.Fry FEB 2%'1902

Leslie’s education started at Dunhurst, the pre-preparatory strotiie co-educational Bedales
School in Petersfield, where in July 1914 he won a copy of "The J&oglk” by Rudyard Kipling,
which is inscribed inside the front cover

He then went on as a boarder at Stubbington House preparatory seawobhrehari'Stubbington
specialized in passing boys into the Navy. They did their best fandhkthought | had a sporting
chance of beating the examiners, but it was not to be. Like todasariti&ates first had to appear
before an interviewing board but the procedure was far less complittzedt is now. First, one
had to write a short essay and so far, my luck was irmasubject was ‘Zeppelins’, which was
money for old rope. Then one had to go before a board and answer a series of coelgaiatple
general knowledge questions, but they were not simple enough for measnturned down!”



H.M.T.S. Conway 1915-17

“The Conway was moored in the Mersey off Rock Ferry. She was pyiraaraining ship
for the merchant navy and was run by the Mercantile Marine Adsaid he ship itself was one of
the last ‘wooden walls’. Built as H.M.S. Nile she was neveripiat service but lent by the
Admiralty as a training ship. If | had weathered my interview araanémxation, | should have gone
to the Royal Naval College at Osborne for two years before moving carttm@uth. In addition to
her primary function, the Conway also carried a small number of boys knowimea®sborne
Class. By joining this, one was given the same instruction asshor@ and the Admiralty
accepted about nine boys each year for direct entry into Dartmouthie Ti&s only a written
examination and no interview so it could well be that it washiisrreason that | made the grade.

My two years in the Conway, though undoubtedly wonderful training, weextafme
discomfort. Living afloat, of necessity, taught one a lot more malcseamanship than one could
ever learn in a shore establishment but one literally had to fightdouival and, in doing so, |
learnt to be a skilled thief and a convincing liar. Both these acdshmpénts are of great value, if
used in moderation.

R.N.C. Dartmouth 1917-18

If there is anything in the old idea that one must spend a period in Purdagtoye being
accepted into Heaven, | felt that this translation will be hikg move from Conway to Dartmouth.
Owing to the war, our time at Dartmouth was cut short and after oneigeghe College, we were
sent to sea.

H.M.S. Ajax 1918-19

o |
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H.M.S Ajax was the fourth ship of the King George V cla§23,000 ton battleships.
Armed with 10 13.5 Inch guns she had been completed in 1913. She joinedatite Fbzet in
August 1914 and fought at the Battle of Jutland. (1916)

In May 1918, at the advanced age of sixteen years and three monthedl kbM.S. Ajax as
a midshipman. Ajax was a battleship of the Second Battle Squadron, formingf plae Grand
Fleet. | joined at Rosyth and it was an incredible sight to see eéhormous collection of
battleships, battle cruisers, cruisers and destroyers foriteetime. There was even one aircraft
carrier, H.M.S. Argus the first of her kind.

| regret that | have no startling war experiences to relatesdibly the fact that I'd come to
sea was too much for the German High Sea Fleet, as they remainedifirhdrbour and when
finally they did come out, it was to surrender. | had the amazing goathéotd be in the foretop of
Ajax, which was the second ship in the port line. Our fleetretdao the eastwards in two lines of
battle ships and gradually the German ships appeared out of the mist comard<aws in single
line. We were at action stations as it was by no means certaithéhdiuns might not choose to
have one last fling, but in the words of the police, they came yquietithey came between us, our
two lines turned in on either side of them and escottethtto their anchorage off May Island.

January 1919 we spent at Scapa Flow, keeping an eye on the surrendered Highebea Fl
After a month, we sailed for our home port of Devonport. Though thistexenwas, by
then, some three months behind us, we had remained on a war footing, but comuingdme port
seemed to bring us to the threshold of something mysterious and unknowceiedsPeace time
routine”. We remained in Devonport for about three months, giving laadechanging over to our
peacetime complement. Strange and unheard of things came into being, suatkaoéts and
swords for officers and round jackets and dirks for mid-shipmen. No mmiédlowances. An
officer’s wardrobe was his sole responsibility and
Messrs. Gieves must have had to extend a great deal of credieafitethat we were destined for
the Mediterranean and this entailed further purchases and investigatiorhstmysteries of white
uniform.

It was a great day for the Gunroom when we left Plymouth bound for foreign past we
had to pass through the bay of Biscay with its roaring winds and tumultuous se#se Baty of
Biscay let us down and was as calm as a mill pond. We could see thefc8asin dimly in the
distance but the first real thrill was sighting Cape Trafalgar befoeeturned and shaped our
course to the westward. Soon we were entering the Straitsheittoist of Spain clearly visible on
one hand and the coast of North Africa on the other and then "thé cadlke looming up ahead.

Alongside at Gib. and the excitement of climbing into white unifornthe first time, but
with the attendant sinking feeling of “have | got it right?” No skoand shirts as today, but the
high necked tunic and long trousers as now worn only on ceremonial occasions. W@adnl
sunbathing not generally been accepted, but it was the firm bletigfeven in only subtropical
conditions, the human frame was subject the hazards of sun stroke by dayhandhe sun had
given up its attack, the risk of chill by night. By day, eficand men when working in the open
wore sun helmets; when dressed in their best, the sailorssearet hats. These are the traditional
straw hats only associated with certain unfortunate small boys anchtres of H.M.S. Pinafore.
This extremely smart looking but most impractical headgear disappeasedn item of naval
uniform, a year or so later. At 6 p.m. each day, even though thexdhester was still registering
well up the scale, all and sundry must change into their thick blderomand remain so dressed
until the sailors went to breakfast on the following morning. g relaxation to this was that
officers off duty wore white mess jackets, but blue trous€isiked” shirt and a blue waistcoat
supported these

Ajax secured at Gib alongside the South Mole, which is a very lgabdsince from here,
you can walk ashore, and it seemed a very propitious for a spot ofseiging. In the morning we
were all inoculated, after which the surgeon Commander decreedalihtite young gentleman
should be excused duties for 24 hours to give them time to recosexathsplendid since it would
leave us all free for our first expedition on foreign soil, at i¢hs is what we thought! The first
lieutenant, who was also the "Snotties Nurse" (or, more properly,offieer particularly
responsible for the well-being of the midshipmen) ruled that if we ma fit for duty then we were
not fit to go ashore. The ship sailed for Malta and next morning.



Unlike Gibraltar, Malta offers you a very little as you approach. ¥ame up on it suddenly
and it is not until your bows are practically between the twaknaters which form the entrance
to the Grand Harbour that, so to speak, the curtain is raised and youhsestage most
magnificently set. My appreciation of the beauty of the Grand Harbouesdram my later and
very frequent visits for, on this first occasion, | was far bosy looking at everything to see
anything. All | definitely remember was a swarm of small brigtdlgpured gondola type boats that
came out to meet us. | soon learnt that these were called dghaisgsar€heharming little craft.
They have the same high bow and sternposts as a gondola and they are paintledirallatdhe
rainbow. Normally they are propelled by two gentlemen, who lodgkthsy would cut your throat
for a halfpenny stamp.

Forty years ago Malta was a wonderful place for an impecunious midshipnrahcEiss
bathing and games for a minimum expenditure of cash and much to do andflmok at
free. Normally a Snottie's leave expired at seven in the rayénit there was a junior officers club
in the dockyard, with a bar, bowling alley, billiard tables and other aments, to which one
could escape after dinner from a hot and crowded Gunroom. We found this a gasisénd, a
matter of some interest that when, in my capacity as Commodoszdfb start up a similar club
in Hong Kong, the modern young gentlemen said that they had no usefor o

Getting ashore in Malta was never a problem. There was alwagetdl dghaisas around
the ship waiting for custom and the fare ashore from anywhere in the Grahduitategally, was
three pence. If, however, the fair was tendered the dghaisa maraiplyatfirew the coins into the
bottom of the boat and spat on them, calling down the curse of the gods on tloé tileadonor.
This implied no lasting ill will, as he was always eager and ngllio pick you up for a return
journey.

Having made a safe landing the custom House Quay there were then thheesnef
reaching the bright lights of Valetta. The first was to walk thaugh this was no great distance, it
was up a very steep hill. Financial considerations often made this me#ues$sary and the best
route was to climb up what, for obvious reasons we called Step $edtay up the street one
passed "promotion hoop". This was a staple shaped piece of iron let imathéhe story was
that Nelson had been able to climb through it, and if you could do the gameiould follow in his
footsteps. Nelson was a very small man and I'm always been whetfudlytadescribed as "of full
figure" so that this first wiggle along the road to fame wasfoiome.

The second of the methods of reaching the objective was to go up iarthecB Lift. As
the fare was only one halfpenny this generally was within financahiebut it was a hazardous
undertaking. This lift had been constructed by some unknown genius fronappeatred to be
condemned bedstead frames. No one had ever been seen to repairitttsigicbeen constructed,
and no living person appeared to know when it had made its first ascent. Somesin@owever
have tightened up some of the looser bolts from time to time as riekias been known to fail to
reach the top and it is still running today.

The third and lordly method was to hire a carrozin. These are the ¢atesl and to obtain
one you hail "Karotzi". A carrozin resembles a four-poster bed, amplith canopy, mounted on
four wheels. The motive power is a horse, which, though reasonablyfoaretivays looked as if
it were about to fall down dead.

The carrozin man, like his opposite number afloat, had a formula on imegéiis fare.
Irrespective of what was proffered, this ran "Oh Senior, sometbinthé poor horse, no mother,
no father, poor bastard!"

Malta was known as the island of bells and smells, for then the Chuishubed to ring
continuously and the smells, which equally well might be called goats, averywhere. Down
even the main thoroughfare of Valetta would come a herd of goats led byeh&r member,
sporting a bell, and followed by a gentleman chanting "Halibe, halibeangtmoment an upper
window would be thrown open emitting a scream of Maltese and a recejpilactest invariably an
old naval tobacco tin was lowered on a string. The herd would halt and a gentlemodoh first
empty a few coppers from the tin and then fill it with nrmdknf the duty goat. As the tin was hauled
up the goats would march on, to the accompaniment of "dong, dong, halibee" haliting
delectable cigarette ends on their way.

My first visit to Malta was not of long duration. Ajax was due foomgl refit and we
midshipmen was sent home to join her sister ship, HMS Centati@evonport. We took passage



in an ancient cruiser HMS St George that had been the depot ship at Mimr@starge part of
the war, and was manned by a scratch crew, most of whom were iorwidye home to be
demobilised.

Nobody troubled much about us and we took good care to be no trouble in rehich
resulted in a very comfortable passage. The ship stayed severatdajsraltar so we were able
to have our deferred run ashore. A party of us went across the fromtiea Linea in Spain and
saw a bullfight and as this was a special occasion, | believe thatainelard was very high. The
colour and pageantry were magnificent and the skill of the fighters beyontoguss I'm very
glad to have seen it, but never have been tempted to réeeaxperience.

H.M.S. Zinnia 1919

Having joined forces with Centurion's Snotties and collected a few odd bouges,
commissioned HMS Zinnia. Zinnia was a Flower Class sloop. The minimubemnafrofficers to
ensure her safety and a skeleton crew to do the heavy and techoiamanned her and we
Snotties made up the balance. During the summer and autumn we crised
down the south coast between Torquay and Falmouth in the most wonderful wiezdinethink of
no more pleasant and practical way of learning one's job. In thedare one might
be down below stoking the boiler and then be moved up topsides abmén in the chains when
entering harbour. In the afternoon one might come up in the world and be offictre
watch in charge of the ship. We had to live a bit rough, in improvisedegaabut this brought no
tears to the eyes of an ex-Conway.

H.M.S. Ajax 1920-22

Early in 1920 Centurion sailed for Malta and, on arrival, we returned sxAJhen started
what still remains in my memory as a fabulous two years. Thefahtef that made them so, was
our commander, Commander J F Somerville, afterwards to be Admiral Bfe&eSir James. More
of him later.

The commission started somewhat on a war footing. Our first duty avasoteed to
Constantinople, not yet known as Istanbul, to join the Allied OccupatioreFéle passage there
was, in itself, a great experience. First the journey throughAbgean, past islands whose names
previously had only been connected in our minds with Greek mythologystEaening through the
Dardanelles, still with many signs of the bloody struggle, which haentgkace on Gallipoli;
finally the approach to Constantinople with its minarets, which, duihdomirage in the early
morning, looked like a fairy city floating in the air.

After a short stay we went up through the Bosphorus into the BlaclOSeially we were
not at war with Russia but we were not on entirely friendly tevititsthe Bolshoviks. Our first job
was to go to Odessa to assist with the evacuation of the Whi@aRasHere we anchored outside
in pancake ice as the harbour was completely frozen. | was running d paeand it was only
possible to enter the harbour behind an icebreaker and then one had to get outjpiekty. A
number of merchant ships were lying off the port and embarking refageles was ordered to
board them to try and find out what assistance they might require. | gaytdtfind out, as few if
any, | encountered spoke any English and, though there was generally sométmdpoke
French, my grip of that language started and finished with "la plume damtel't By the end of the
week | do not know what language | was speaking but | was getting thasnswe

During this period, truly a proud boast, | had been under fire. Sevidlakhots had fallen
near enough to my boat for them to be identified as such!

When the Red troops entered Odessa there was nothing more that we ciwlcedso we
moved across to the east side of the Black Sea and bombarded theviBslsisethey advanced
down the coast road. This was generally very dull, because as warepmair target disappeared,;
but on one occasion sport looked up, as we were rewarded with a tramakdata spirited attempt
to avoid are 13.5in. shells. After this we steamed south dogrcdhst keeping ahead of the
hostilities and calling at both Gagri and Poti. These charming little e frozen up at the
height of winter but in summer they blossom out into a sub tropical elimath palm trees and
flowers, to become the Russian Riviera.

Naturally things were far from normal in the Black Sea ports. TheéARissians were
intent on getting out and literally with throwing their possessionsyavedore they left and ships



were offered all manner of things. Several grand pianos came awaylasalgoes and, it is told,
one destroyer reluctantly had to refuse a Rolls Royce, asdteyo room to stow it.

Ajax only collected one thing of note in Russia. The ship was prdseittea very small
brown bear cub, which was named Trotski. When he came aboard he igagfuleb look at, but
highly dangerous to handle. | was always bear minded and was determined torigradke With
him and though this took some time, eventually | was able to do almosihgnyith him. We had
three other pets in the ship, a bulldog, a small wirehaired eéercalled "chunky" and a goat.
Trotski loathed the bulldog who heartily reciprocated the feeling.

Trotski and chunky soon became fast friends. Nobody loved the goat| hertean character.

A Royal Marine called Hickman, volunteered as a bear leader and handiskiTvery
well. When the bear was small Hickman used to take him ashadeaw and this, in Malta gave
rise to a pretty piece knavery. In those happy days there was a pubesoutfive yards and
Trotski, with Hickman in tow, would approach one of these. On ariNiakman would let Trotski
off the lead and Trotski would enter showing every sign of hostiletinftee patrons, not being
used to bears with their beer, would beat a hasty retreat and Tifotski one end and Hickman
from the other would finish off all the abandoned refreshment. They Wwrn move on to the next
port of call with the result that, when they finally returned on bo#ndpuld be touch and go as to
who was leading who.

We'd been told that Trotski was a honey bear and that he would gnoavdeeat size but
nobody can have let his mother into the secret, as in a short spacephé became enormous and
developed into a very strong swimmer. If Trotski became a k@dbdarharbour he would slip over
the side and either go ship visiting or for a run ashore. He had verygpleabaracter and if
greeted as a friend would behave impeccably. People are funny howeviriamdt everybody
who welcomes a full size Russian brown bear as a visitor, so oftelowle receive rather pained
messages that our bear had just eaten some other wardroom's lunch. Onetdyelscaped and
made his way to the Naval Rifle Range and finding a nice comfortable spot sunthe went to
sleep. The place he had chosen was one of the firing points andias riequired for its legitimate
purpose, one of the instructors tried to induce Trotski to mgyedding him with a bayonet. This
was a liberty that no self-respecting bear would take lying down seKTtmt the instructor and the
instructor shot Trotski. We were very sad, but our mourning had an wrdent of relief. He had
become a very big bear.

After our canter in the Black Sea we started to settle downofgepipeacetime routine and
Commander Somerville came into his own. He had only one standard and that featiqrebut
what was even more important, he had the drive and ability to caaihthose serving under him
that this was the only right and proper thing. In peacetime the rowtork of keeping a ship
fighting fit is apt to become dull and somewhat wearisome, so to tiffsethese tasks must be
given some extra purpose. This is done, or was done when large fleeta/ovking together, by
making everything competitive. To discharge one's guns at the battlecprdatget is not
particularly exciting but try and do this better than anybody elsmag gives the party a kick.

At the risk of causing an uproar from those who served in other shipe Mediterranean
at the time in question, | am prepared to say that Ajax rapidly worketb e the cleanest,
smartest and most efficient battleship in the fleet. A smart fiictelet ship invariably is a happy
ship and happy we were and we won practically every competitiorhératwas to be won.

The two-year commission went only too fast. We spent most of eueitlmar at Malta or
Constantinople but did occasional cruises into the Eastern Mediterraneann®wof these | was
able to spend a couple of days leave in Jerusalem. On the way to oiCirostantinople we
frequently anchored for a day or two in the Dardanelles and were able toowatkthe Gallipoli
peninsular and have a look at the battle fields. These were s$géitelit with arms and ammunition.
In addition to the residue of war there was a limited supply of quait|egged partridge and hare.
Officers generally landed with a scattergun but, initially, 1 had nohssporting weapon and
counted this as a setback. By good fortune and early in the commissis detailed to join a
party, which landed to confiscate the arms from a village, which had bwlulging in a little
amateur banditry. The spoils were a collection of museum pieces and #mong/as the relic of a
16 bore double barrel shotgun; it had engraved on its barrels the magic wordsadeanturco
Fino" and amid the mockery of my mates | obtained permission to impoumaréhfsnd. Damasco
then retired from the world for a considerable period but whe&miéerged once again I'd removed



most of corrosion from the barrels, blued them externally, Fr@uadished the butt and refitted the
mechanism. It was a thing of beauty and more valuable in my eyes thamosheperfect gun

unobtainable. | was a very bad shot and so was Damasco so the fact tharbesmee frequently
hit something, proves without doubt the fallacy of the old saying thaiwvteags do not make a
right. My fouling piece had only one failing. If you did not know it iataty it was apt to discharge
prematurely when cocking the hammers. When on loan to one of my histesbit resulted in a

near miss on the Principal Medical Officer and it took major diplomacgvert Damasco being
impounded by higher authority.

When there were only about six months of the commission stilinio seven of us
midshipmen were due to take examinations in seamanship, navigation, gandeaorpedo. If we
weathered these we would be promoted to acting sub lieutenants andpdoioa prior to this
ordeal we were excused routine duties in order to work up.

One day | was sitting on the gunroom, surrounded by manuals when a messergertarri
say that the Commander wanted volunteers to sail a square rigged shipseEmed a God sent
chance to put my books away so | went along and knocked on the Comsealier'door. Then
started a delightful period. Commander Somerville was planning to buigblaca of the Ajax of
1840 on the hull of a skiff and when | was signed on, building and rigging had ontpiustenced
so | was able to take some small part in her construction. She wadetersoon after | got my first
ring as an acting Sub and from then on | became the Commander's assistant dog'sspediya
great deal of time in Ajax Il either acting as crew for thencmander or sailing her with a very fine
seaman Petty Officer Roberts crewing for me.

Coln Robinson Collection

Ajax 11 was a beautiful little ship. She was correct in everyldaitivhat was still more important
she sailed really well. Naturally a full rigged ship with a crevived took a bit of handling and we
did have some hectic moments.

After two wonderful years we were due to re-commission andvecrev was sent out to
Malta in the battleship Emperor of India to take over. We all traresfieto the Emperor of India to
sail home again, but for some reason our sailing was delayed. Theasireg Subs,
of which | was one, were all due to start the usual series biieal courses to fit as for the rank of
lieutenant, soon after we got home. We had a brain wave. We submittetl wieatemained to
return on the Emperor of India we should not have time to complete aigrioservice leave
before taking up our next appointment and requested to be allowed to
proceed overland. To our amazement this was approved and we wereo adgend two most
interesting days in Rome, but our even more ambitious plans for Radso be curtailed, as we
ran out of money.



Cambridge University 1922-23

The first of our courses was at Cambridge University. This was a pastinnovation.
Their Lordships had decreed that those of us who had had our cadets tinenstipdwing to the
war, should go to Cambridge, for a period of six months for a mentah upsand looking back
this was obviously a very wise move. All the officers concethedgh only aged from 20 to 22,
had served four or more years at sea, some of it under war condimohsluring this period, had
been expected to shoulder responsibility. As a result of thisyese old beyond our years and a
few months away from the Navy and among our contemporaries was obviouslgedanex
antidote. As we saw it at the time, it was a most entertainingude which called for very little
personal effort other than to enjoy ourselves. We had to pass annatiamiat the end of the
period but the examiners must have been very long suffering.

The first officers who were sent to Cambridge wore uniform ané wet subject to a
university discipline. This caused certain complications and the atigsoasked if we might
be placed under their wing, so by the time that | arrived, we waia plothes with a cap and
gown. We signed on as under graduates and, as | was neither thrown out or tmukes,
presumably | am still a member of the University. We limecbilege in pairs, sharing the rooms
normally occupied by one undergraduate and | was very lucky to be semhtodke and share it
with one of my mates from the Ajax. My only criticism of ¢nesat college is that the bathing
facilities were still the same as the day on which the colagefounded - non-existent.

Halfway through the period we went on leave, due to return to Cambiodgbe second
half of our course some three weeks later. Having reached thef &je | had come by a small sum
of money, left by my grandfather, and this | invested in ambatycle.

| have never claimed to be anything of a trick cyclist and on tluasten, fate allowed me
little time and in which to improve my technique, since, attdre af my leave, | ran into the front
of a motor charabanc, bursting a kneecap and telescoping a femur. This was e@sjoéreless
as it sounds. Returning home after dark, | met four charabancs iatiead on a bend in the road.
This was before the days of dipping and they were equipped with brillietyiere headlamps, so
completely blinded, | hit the fourth one bows on. The charabancs etming a party of naval
friendly wives from an outing and they could not have been more friendly pidiked me up and
offered me sustenance to ease my lot, but this was not whaiddat that moment and of water,
they had none.

The Petersfield cottage hospital made a first-class job patching raadipmoved on to the
Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar. Here | not only spent a very happy bamelso, due to their most
excellent treatment, | was back in circulation in a very stioré. Nobody could do the like for my
bicycle, which was a complete write off and, as | was uninsuredtettminated my short period as
an owner rider.

This interlude had made me miss my second period at Cambridge, so | th@mighhad
had that, but my room mate went along to the Admiralty to ask about his &mtdithe officer that
he had to see was Captain Somerville, who was now Naval assistant $&dbed Sea Lord.
Captain Somerville on hearing of my adventures asked what | hoped to do ecawgry and my
chum without any briefing from me said that | should like to go back arghfmiy time at
Cambridge. Back | went and this meant doing a complete new course. e filstt period over



again did not impose very great mental strain and, for the second pemodhum had taken the
seamanlike precaution of saving all his paperwork, which was turnedt@vee. By copying out

his essays in a slightly fairer hand and correcting the moreooisvspelling mistakes | never failed
to get higher mark than he had for the original. The only fly in the omitmas that | was not yet

fit enough to play any games.

After Cambridge we moved on to do our technical courses at the vasobsols" in
Portsmouth. Pompey was a very good spot, so in spite of the netessitguite a bit of hard work
and a chronic state of bankruptcy, which was a normal occupational hazard titr leestenant, it
was possible to have a lot of fun. My home was still in Petetsdietl this looked after most
weekends, not only for me, but also for a number of my shipmateg, paremts delighted in
keeping open house. Though we were thankful to have the examinations behitmihkshat we
were little sad when courses came to an end and our groups broke up as lenwemnte before
going back to sea.

Owing to my stay in hospital and my second visit Cambridge, Ige#ting rather long in
the tooth as a sub lieutenant. | could not be promoted to lieutenarthadilobtained a sea watch-
keeping certificate and as obviously this necessitated beimgaat| was keen to get back. |
represented my case to the powers that be and was given antaygmbito HMS Royal Sovereign
without any hanging about.

H.M.S. Royal Sovereign entering The Grand Harbour at Malta

H.M.S. Royal Sovereign 1924-25
The Royal Sovereign was one of the five (with Ramillieesd@ution, and Royal Oak) of the
Revenge Class, 28,000 ton battleships, armed with 8 15imshand completed in 1916 and 1917.

Royal Sovereign, or “Tiddley Quid” as the sailors called her was unaamlifpthe happiest
ship | ever have served in and I've had more than my share of goouh Itiik direction. Some
three months after | joined Captain Napier saw fit to judge me "comiptetéake charge of a watch
at sea" and | was promoted to lieutenant. This was a big step, as gadidrit translate me from
the Gunroom to the Wardroom but also in addition, it meant quite a coabldatise in pay.

The Royal Sovereign was one of the battle ships forming the Hontexfdethe routine of
the fleet was to divide the year into three cruises with a Igavied at our homeports, between
each cruise. The spring cruise took us out to Gibraltar to do combinertisas with the
Mediterranean Fleet and en route, we would visit ports in Spain and Porngaif our luck was
in, we might slip along to spend a few days on the French Rivieeasdmmer cruise was mostly
spent in the south of England and devoted to competitive drills aretiathports. We used to pop
into seaside resorts and then the ships would be "open to visiter®lavy Days had not then been
invented, this used to bring big crowds on board and, as a result, lenfialyl to sympathize with
those in the aristocracy who find it necessary to throw open theisaatbomes to the public. The
winter cruise was dedicated to weapon training and spent mostly at Rosyigordon and Scapa
Flow.

During one of the cruises, | met my brother, who was serving@&sgeon Commander in HMS
Bryony with the Mediterranean fleet. My brother was 11 ye&tsrdhan |, so by the time that |
had stopped sucking my thumb, he was away it his public school and theFhantts' Hospital.
In 1914 he had just qualified as a doctor so joined the Navy as a temparatgniant with the



intention of serving for "hostilities only" but, as things turned outleftethe service 40 years later
with the rank of Surgeon Rear Admiral. Though we both had been serving Matlyefor a
considerable time, our paths had gone in different directions and this iviaally the first time
that we had met since | had reached an age to be worthy of his catigidet'm happy to report
that we "took to each other" and, from this

time until his unhappily early death, we remained very firenfits and playmates. This friendship
was unrestrained as we never served alongside each other andemtlpgmt

fairly infrequent intervals, we always had much to celebaai# never neglected the opportunity.

H.M.S. Torres 1925

At the end of my time in Royal Sovereign | was accepted to qualifyspecalist in
gunnery, but instead of leaving me where | was, until | was requireshfdong gunnery course,
which would have seemed a reasonable thing to do, | was appointed as Firgnamuand
navigating officer of HMS Forres. Forres was a twin screw mieep&r running as a tender to
HMS Impregnable, which was a group of hulks, moored at Devonport formingirangy
establishment for seaman boys. Forres’ role was to go to sea foes aimweek, with groups of
these boys, to give them practical instruction in seamanship.

| left Royal Sovereign not only with great regret but also with coredidie misgivings. |
have to admit that I've gone through my time in the Navy with only tlestbaiimum knowledge
of navigation necessary to get away with it and here | was appointedasgating officer. | need
not have worried however, as Forres never normally went ougbf ef Plymouth breakwater.

One day, however, we were billed for greater things. Forres hag tout to test her main
engines at full power and this necessitated a voyage of some 70Foitesately, this long sea
passage would consist of steaming for 35 miles in one direction and themmgtan the opposite
course and as we should never be out of sight of the coast, lefetvttas a sporting chance that |
should not get lost.

All went well until we had almost completed our outward journey. Thaicdpad just gone
below for his lunch and while | held the fort, the ship suddenly vegfedurse and slowed down.
The engineer officer came hurrying on to the bridge and reported thatattimard main bearing
had ‘run” which in plain language meant that our starboard engine was out for the dount.
suggested to him that he should go down and break the glad news to the Captaistaslh¢ was
leaving, the ship came to a grinding halt. The port engine had followedtaheoard engine's
example.

Here we were stopped and helpless on the high seas and help had to be soughtadput
necessary to tell our rescuers where we were. | was in twckd had broken down hard by an old
friend of mine, Start Point, so that | was able to pinpoint our msivith amazing accuracy. We
returned to harbour in the tow of a destroyer, which called for nthéuarcontribution from me in
my capacity as navigator.

R.N.C. Greenwich 1925-26

After some six months in the Forres, it was back to school agiih.15 other lieutenants,
| joined the Royal Naval College, Greenwich, to form a long gunramnse. Greenwich College is
a most beautiful collection of buildings originally designed as a Royal Paaddater converted
into a hospital for seamen pensioners. When put to its first two purgosey well have been
considered to be in the height of luxury, but as a seat onilegyit lacked certain amenities. The
most noticeable of these shortcomings was a most inefficient hepdieghs We had to do a lot of
"homework™" and a problem in advanced mathematics, when faced ie-aonli cabin wrapped in
a great coat, became even less attractive.

In spite of its slight discomforts Greenwich was a splendid placehich to serve. It's
situation brought the bright lights within easy reach, but owing to the rigcéssvork and the
usual shortage of cash, these were of less importance than thddgstgames of rugby, which we
played against all the leading London clubs. The Royal artillery at Woolwidlon riding classes
for us in their riding school. The instructors were both excelemt painstaking but in spite of all
their efforts, | never advanced beyond the point of being convoidee truth of the sailor's saying
that “a horse is dangerous at both ends and uncomfortable in the middle".



H.M.S. Excellent 1926-28

At the end of the course we were all judged competent to maeeVhale Island for the
second and practical part of our course. HMS Excellent, the gunnery setebuilt at the head
of Portsmouth Harbour on land reclaimed around a small island called Whale Islanitliaricom
this that the establishment gets the name by which it is generdlityl.c@ne of the rules of the
island is that movement from one place to another is never damalkahg pace but always at the
"double" and time moved by at the same pace, so that once again we \eeraiféicexaminations.
After nearly two years at the grindstone all of us were told tllahad made the grade and now
were qualified gunnery officers. Before we were let loose atveeahad to do a years
apprenticeship as junior staff officers and for this we were splibefween the three gunnery
schools at Portsmouth, Devonport and Chatham. | was lucky and stayed on ayWhal

Each junior staff officer had a section of the gunnery school, whichsigpduiticular
responsibility, and | was given the fire control section and was pkegsed, but shortly | was
shifted to the parade. With this | was delighted, as parade groumérofiias the most sought-after
job of all. Though perhaps a little soul destroying in its day-to-day &citvearried with it the duty
of training the Royal Guard and the field gun crews and taking them up ®oyed Tournament,
then held at Olympia.

Training the Olympia field gun crew was a fascinating business. Thes ondwere all
volunteers and hand picked men, which latter they certainly neededfty beey had to work up to
a very high standard of skill and fithess. When training startedloim 8me, the casualties were
enormous and almost all of them would have an arm in a sling or bentingpound. As training
progressed, and the tempo worked up to competition speed, the ceemexide become impervious
to death and destruction. A man would take a knock that would be let#naloi@inary mortal, get
up and shake himself and carry on with the run.

Training for the royal guard was equally interesting. There was no lasklahteers and
whittling these down to 100 with 20 spares, who actually would go up to Olyaspiéed in a very
high standard, but many sad and disappointed customers. When we had worked up, Iad a fil
taken to show the Guard how they looked in action. | thought that theydlpo&ity good and in
particular, the smart young lieutenant at their head, swinging his ditrte burst. During the
showing of the film my pride and future arm swinging were both somesdated by a voice from
the back of the audience which remarked, "Look at the flipping s&agull

The tournament itself was most exciting, but for the perfornegyshard work indeed. The
field gun competition then was between eight crews, two each frommBatts Chatham,
Devonport and the Royal Marines. Four crews appeared at every perfornamceunning and
two rigging the arena, so that the crews did get a well earned sténdndf the officers all
appeared at every performance, either acting as judges or standing Ibyotineicrews when
running. My crews did not win the competition for Chatham had two outstaoding, who swept
the board.

On July 13, 1928, the day before his younger sister Barbara’s wggddi announcement
appeared in the Times:

P #3$ % & () *
& + :
Leslie and Molly gave Barbara and Charles Woodhouse siffecellars as a wedding present.

H.M.S. Resolution 1928-29

Back to sea again after three years on the beach. | was appointedsiagmtsgunnery
officer to HMS Resolution and travelled out overland to join her in MaAlfer a very hot journey,
in the height of summer, | joined in the very early morning and wanted afciga more than
anything else. Owing to an error, the drinking water had been given the&groper dose of
chlorine with the result that it tasted revolting and was practycalhdrinkable, even when
disguised with tea or coffee. A bad start typical of the ResojwBshe was a dirty, inefficient and
unhappy ship. Soon after | joined, there was an Admiral's inspection and thefitay ft the
ship, when it was only partly completed, saying that he would rethen there was something
worthwhile for him to look at. As a result of this several ofrttuee senior officers were replaced
and we settled down to cleanliness and happiness.



Malta seemed much the same, although now that | was a lieutenant effisenyears
seniority, | viewed it from a different angle than | had as sndii¢gh war a thing of the past, wives
and families had come to join their husbands on the island and the sociabéifeery active. The
Carnival Balls, held in the opera house at Mi-Careme, were verishrthe highlight of the social
season and some of the fancy dresses were truly magnificent. @megeour Principal Medical
Officer, Surgeon Commander Griffiths, a two and a half stripe engir@ergdon Lyle, and |
decided to grace the party. We all were much of a figureesarvanged to go as identical seamen
of Nelson's day complete with very full sets of red whiskdrish we hoped would make it difficult
to sort us out. Every normal male need some Dutch courage beforedhe aga climb into fancy
dress, so with this in view, we described ourselves as druakerssand by the time we arrived at
the party we were in extremely good heart. All of us werads®f an Engineer Commander Peter
Seccombe, and his wife Phyllis. Peter had a shore job in the dockyartheyndived in a very
charming house in Sliema. Being most hospitable folk they had askedumstteem in their box at
the opera house and we found ourselves part of large and very cheerfyl\phith included a
young lady dressed as a blue columbine. By introduction | learnt lieatvas a Miss Sylvia Dore
and by discreet inquiry that she was the sister of Phyllis Seccdrobeld see no better course of
action than to monopolise her for the evening, to which I'm happy to saghstved no marked
objection. | regaled her with a graphic description of the hardshig wbung army officer's life in
Malta, which she received with remarkable sympathy, considématgshe had been briefed as to
who and what | was. With this attraction | pursued the party to the leittgérand only arrived back,
just in time to dodge "hands fall in".

Some two hours later, when | should have been up and about my businessrdéed a
reluctance so to do. Considerably later one of my colleagues, mathe of Honniwill, noticed my
absence from the active affairs of life and finding me flat outyirbumk, attempted to bring me to
life. Personally I'm not able to vouch for the truth of the follmpinterlude but Honniwill insists
that, opening one eye, | grunted "Honey, last night | met a lovelyfloffye thing and I'm going to
marry it", and then collapsed into a coma.

My suit prospered and by the time that Sylvia was due to Malta, we had come to what
is generally known as "an understanding". No official announcement wasnmade until Sylvia
had broken the news to her parents and paid off a boyfriend who thought thashie whe
running. | gather that my mother in law to be, on hearing the glad mewsrked that she hoped
that | was not in the Navy or a Roman Catholic. Sylvia regretted thatlin the Navy and that she
had omitted to question me on my religious convictions.

By happy chance Resolution was shortly due to visit San Raphael, oretieh Riviera.
Mrs. Dore had only recently returned from Cannes but, nothing daurtedjexided that she must



come out and have a look at me. In keeping with her thoughtful and charming mamobr was
to appreciate so much in years to come, Mrs. Dore brought a frighd w

her so that they could play together and leave Sylvia free to playmweit Owing to her seniority it
would have been impertinent to refer to this lady as the "girl frieswl'she was christened the
"Lady Friend" and this led to Mrs. Dore being styled the "Lady Motheititle with some charm,
which became my permanent name for her.

The Lady Mother was a born gambler; she and the Lady Friend spent most ¢ifriken
the casino. Sylvia and | joined them there from time to timethetrwise we were free to go our
own way. | was approved, but no definite plans could be made, owing tm¢ketainty of my
future movements, but it was generally accepted that we shouidatyeed in London when |
returned home, which was which | was due to do in just oyeaes time.

On May 2, 1929, ten months after his engagement to Molly Caesahearsminouncement

appeared in the Times:
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A photograph of the submarine HMS X1 at sea. In 192, the Royal Navy commissioned HMS X1. It
was the largest submarine to have been built so facarrying a crew of 110. Her heavy guns meant that
she could fight destroyers, but her surface speedf @mnly 18 knots made her useless as a fleet
submarine. X1 was too large to carry out coastal feols but was capable of a 12 000 mile range,
making her best suited to being a long range commee raider. The submarine did not prove
successful and was eventually scrapped 937

H.M.S/M XI 1929-30

My time in Resolution was coming to an end but | had another job Ulipeghich would
keep me in the Mediterranean. Normally | believe in leaving thimdate, but on this occasion I'd
asked for the appointment and this had been approved. | was to go as the gunoenobil,
which was the largest submarine that has ever been built and carrie8.fiourch guns mounted in
two twin turrets. | had asked to be sent here as | thought thaintds interesting to see some
service in submarines and it had the added attraction of quite a largeaiserin pay. This latter
seemed to be most desirable in order that | might re-establisbndpic relations with by bank
manager, before contemplating matrimony.

Xl was such an enormous craft that every officer had a cabin and we badstegl bath,
but in exchange for these luxuries we lived permanently on board, irdteaaling over to a depot
ship in harbour as was the case with the smaller submarines. Living on baatth@arine in the
Mediterranean in summer is a trifle cosy but taking the rough wélsthooth, | felt that | was on to
a really good thing. Life would never be dull as XI was experiai@nd had a will of her own.

One day Eli Elison an old friend and the gunnery officer of a destritytdfa asked if he
could come for a trip to sea in XI. This was simple to arrange, so on@ng at crack of dawn, he
came on board and off we went. Obviously this was a great opportunity to



demonstrate my vast knowledge of submarines to a fellow gunnery, agfticer our first dive |
took him along with me to my diving station, which was in the aftepetite ship. A showed Eli
the depth gauge and explained that as we dived, at first he wouldeskbebble in

the spirit level just leave the centre, then the needle, isQosur depth would go round until the
required depth had been reached and the bubble would return to its eanwe returned to an
even keel. The bubble moved as predicted but not quite according t@plamontinued to move
on until it disappeared altogether. XI decided to try and stand on her noseliaaddE found
ourselves almost horizontal, flattened against the bulkhead and looking dowappeatred to be

a vertical submarine. All | could find to say was "we don't alwdayhis, we don't always do this!"
Having regained the surface and sorted things out, we then did two pedetitiary dives but in
spite of this, Eli always described his day with us as hssdind last trip in a submarine. Most days
had a little excitement though not on this grand scale. The next hapmamregalong very shortly
and this was to change the pattern of my life. As usual we startg@ady in the morning and as
cable officer | had to turn out

to weigh the anchor. We then had a long trip to our practice area and asnchacimediate duties,
went back and lay down on my bunk. No sooner had | relaxed than | was amoletoud
"wump". The cause of this disturbance was that the foremost batteyldvad up. Nobody had
been hurt and the ship was still sea worthy but the internal damagexterssive and we were out
of action for diving. There was nothing that merited us
telling our next of kin but the press got hold of it. Not

H.M.S. Champion

long before a submarine had been lost and because of
this we were news. The first thing that Sylvia knew about
it was a poster saying "explosion in British submarine. Xl
blows up". When she came too again, | got a cable
saying, "are you all right?" And this could be
economically answered by the single word "yes". Hot
foot, another cable arrived asking where we were going
to and for how long, so this needed a greater expenditure
to reply that it was Malta and for least three months.
Presumably Sylvia considered that it was better to be a
widow than an also ran. | received a third cable asking
me if it would be convenient for me to marry her in Malta
on a given date. | was able to revert to my original
monosyllabic reply. Phyllis and Peter Seccombe very
nobly offered their house for the wedding reception and
Sylvia arrived out in good order complete with mother
and father. Eli, who had forgiven me for his experiences
Xl, was my best man and we married on August 27th
1929 in Holy Trinity, Sliema. August in Malta can be
very hot indeed and our wedding day was no exception.

1930-31

Following her repairs in Malta, XI underwent trials but during suffered further damage

and it was decided that she should return to Chatham for a neijorLeslie was appointed to
HMS Champion, a cruiser attached to Whale Island as gunnerg §hip. In this capacity they
took all the various classes to sea to provide them with pahetiperience in firing and controlling
the guns

H.M.S. Wallace 1931-32

After about a year in Champion | was promoted to lieutenant commander. aiCapt
Watkins, captain of Champion, was appointed to command the 5th destotiflarénd he invited
me to come as his squadron gunnery officer and senior staff officer.

The 5th destroyer flotilla consisted of the leader, HMS Waliac&hich | was to serve, and
eight destroyers of the 'V' and 'W' class. We were one e¢ tsimilar flotillas attached to the
Home Fleet and the somewhat elderly destroyers were dgrtaimvonderful advertisement for
British ship building. Mass produced during the First World War and intendedgusee the war
through, they were still going strong and were to fight another war edffimy were finally retired.



Home fleet routine was unchanged, so in January we started off to @rboaltthe spring
cruise and ran into the worst weather that I'd ever met in the B&8jschy. Exercises had to be
abandoned and the fleet was hove-to for 24 hours. We were all extreatehylggn we made land
and anchored at the mouth of the Tagus, just inside the bar.

After Lisbon we paid a short visit to Huelva in Spain and then onlical@r. After | had
served a year in Wallace the flotilla was due to pay-off and ravassion and, for the first and
only occasion during my time in the Navy | was offered a choiteoofobs. The alternatives were
either stay in Wallace for further two years or spend a yearamdbport Gunnery School and then
go to the Naval Staff College as a student. Though sorely temptieel foymer, | chose the latter.

H.M.S. Vivid 1933

We packed up our flat in Portsmouth and found another one in Devonport. Hererour
John was born and as a direct result of this we were joined by Nantée #yf year in Devonport |
returned to school once again at the Royal Naval College Greenwich

R.N. Staff College (Greenwich) 1934

We took a flat in Blackheath and nurse dressed in black and white, pushangeablack
pram with white trimmings and closely escorted by a black and whiie doly called Ben, soon
became a familiar sight on the Heath. The staff course was ititgyd®sit not over exacting as we
then did in 12 months, what the modern officer is expected to do iim she summer we were
given a long period of leave and Sylvia's parents took us with them to Manhbe We drove down
to the south in my in-laws big Humber. | earned my keep by actitigeashauffeur while Sylvia,
who speaks good French, did duty as courier and though we enjoyed everg, roinmututies
proved to be somewhat exhausting. The Lady Mother was a big time gamblery father in law
was an enthusiastic sunbather. We would stay with the Lady Motkiee aasino until something
approaching breakfast time and having returned her to the hotel, we woulthgusttime to
swallow a roll and a cup of coffee before Pa-in law wanted to be taken totlie beach. Almost
the only sleep we could snatch was during the short period after wimeh having done our trip to
the beach, we could relax for an hour or so before the Lady Motherreelgto be taken to the
casino for her pre-dinner session.

Having completed the staff course | was asked if | would be preparedtidoligstralia on
"exchange" to the Royal Australian Navy. This needed a little coasioleras at that time no fares
were paid for dependants and to move wife and nurse and child to the dtnef ghe world called
for a very large expenditure. However after consideration | jgieck

H.M.S. Pembroke 1935

As | had some time to fill in | was sent to Chatham and tooktbeetuties of trials officer.
This entailed a lot of travelling around the country to visit theous shipbuilding firms to check
up on the guns and equipment of the ships under construction. It was wiaigeim Chatham that
we learnt the terrible news that our son John had an incurable kidnegsdisand had only a short
time to live. We were faced with the problem of Australia. SHawdo get out of it or should | go
alone and leave Sylvia and the boy behind? The medical opinion was that, thoeglvakeno
hope of a cure, it would probably do John more good than harm, so we decided ytoonarr
together

H.M.A.S. Canberra 1935-37

We sailed in SS Orsova, an ancient member of the Orientrhidly approaching the end
of her life and running "one class" to Australia. She was a coal buwegy, hot and lacking in
many modern conveniences, but it was the first long trip that weldrael together and we thought
that she was fine. Accommodation in Sydney was something of a probleenfeliow our feet, for
Sylvia found a delightful flat for us. It was part of an old house, vellycareverted, and rightiown
by the waters edge at Double Bay. | was to serve on the flagsiVpA.S. Canberra, as Squadron
Gunnery Officer. The Australian Squadron kept a
very nice routineWe spent Christmas in Sydney, which of course occurs in midsurbmen "
Under". In January, Sydney starts to become very hot and sticke smtiadron moved off to the
south and cooler conditions, including a visit to Tasmania and the Hobart Reggtiening to



Sydney, when it cooled off, to give leave. After the leerredothe weather would start to become a
trifle chilly so the squadron headed north, calling at Brisbane for "ShovwkWael then cruising
up the Great Barrier Reef. After basking in the sun, the ships woutgt bauth again for the
Melbourne Cup, which is equivalent of our Derby, and then back to Syatregpot of Christmas
leave. This sounds too good to be true and it certainly could not have hekrbatiter; what | have
left out of this program is the long periods of intensive trainirenegally spent at Jervis Bay,
which resulted in a most efficient squadron.

While we were at Port Moreshy, what is now remembered as tlssiAiay crisis boiled up.
Off we went through the Torres Strait to Port Darwin and thence ¢erRantle where we stored
and started to work up to war footing. However the crisis fizzledsoulye went on to Melbourne,
but arrived just too late for the Melbourne cup!

HMAS Canberra sailing under the construction site of tle Sydney Harbour Bridge 1930

Back to Sydney for the leave period. Sylvia's parents came out tsgayisit and it was
great fun to introduce them to all our friends. In order to provide &lfwgith transport, Mr. Dore
bought an elderly, but otherwise excellent "A" model Ford and when vis#revas over, he most
generously presented it to me.

Later in the year we made a cruise to New Zealand. Ourgdosrtof call was Wellington,
right in the south of the North Island. | had the Ford on board with me, whechnloaded here.
We then moved on to Christchurch. Our visit all too soon came to arbeinfhr me this marked
the beginning of an adventure. With two other officers | had been @gwendays leave. We
planned to leave the Canberra at Christ Church, cross by steanweliongton, pick up the Ford
and drive the full length of the North Island to rejoin Canberra in Aanck During this journey we
visited Wairaki in the centre of the geyser country, whigdslion its tourist trade but we were very
lucky to have struck it out of season. The geysers wemedible and varied from enormous gushes
of steam blowing into the air, to pools of boiling mud. Everythingmast attractive, except that
the air is so charged with sulphur that one lives in a permanent semihiscent of very bad eggs.
For our last night we moved on to Rotorua, which was very similar toaWabut if anything a
little more bad eggish. The last leg of the journey took us back on Raaroerra at Auckland in
time for tea.

| had one more cruise to do before my time in Australia would be up and &gtided she
would like to join us for Show Week in Brisbane. Sylvia recruitezbtbther wives and set out in
the Ford. She been warned that the going would be rough and it was. The hatelsha route
were perhaps not of the highest standard though they certainly gave vatuerfey. The charge at
one of these was three shillings sixpence for bed and breakfash edrisisted of as much steak
and as many eggs is you care to put away. The trip was over sevedatdiumiles of dirt roads,
with a surface consisting of ruts and dust, but both Sylvia and the Ford etk arrived in one
piece.

When | returned to Sydney for my last leave period, our happy two weaesmarred by
the tragedy, which we knew to be hanging over us. Our smallsbn,died.

| was promoted commander and soon after this we sailed for Englanfl.i&tsathnaver.



H.M.S. Royal Oak 1937-39

We had an uneventful passage home and then went and stayed with Sylvia's\whoentsy had a
delightful house in St John's Wood. | was appointed as Squadron Gunnery @ffibergecond
battle Squadron, to serve on the staff of Rear Admiral Mackinnonwatdlying

his flag in HMS Royal Oak. Royal Oak was a Devonport ship, but asrépheeturned there for
leave periods, we decided to make our headquarters in London and found a readlanahle
Maida Vale. While the ship was in Portland the Munich crisis occurred jastl as Mr.
Chamberlain took a firm grip of his umbrella, our son Richard Newtade his entry into

the world in our flat in London. Business in the fleet was pretskbbut Admiral Mackinnon had
occasion to send me to the Admiralty to obtain some information. Though mgyomas strictly
necessary on service grounds, the Admiral was aware of my ctanoas and was very kind to tell
me that if | got held up for a day in London he would not take it amisheDnay to Maida Vale |
was confronted with newspaper posters saying "British Navy to mobllisav Sylvia for about an
hour and then beat it back to Portland. After a hectic period, workipghewly commissioned
ships, which had been brought forward from reserve, we reverted tonghatre told was to be a
lasting peace.

When we got back to Devonport, | asked if Richard might be christened on dwéhrd
Admiral Mackinnon most kindly lent me his quarters for the eventda@hestarted a little trickily
for me, as non-brat minded as | am, a wriggling bundle was suddenly thitmshy arms and | was
told to carry it on board, but after this, things looked up. | tbie YWardroom that the christening
was on and if in any of them cared to come along it would be all righgrbthis invitation, they
turned up in force and the celebration afterwards turned into quite g .pkly brother was the
medical officer of the Royal Naval College Dartmouth. He cawee for the christening, and stood
as godfather.

| had expected to stay in Royal Oak for the normal two years but Mtaehdone just over
one, our flag captain, Captain T B Drew, told me the he was going to Sirgagmilag officer
Malaya, and asked me if | would like to go with him as his stafeoffigerations. | was keen to go
with him on the job carried with it the additional appointment as naval attexBé&m, or Thailand
as it was starting to be called.

H.M.S. Terror 1939-40

Sylvia, Richard, Nannie (who had never left us) and | embarked on the 8&. Canton.
Canton was only on her second voyage and was very comfortable. The joaseyade even
more desirable by the fact that our fares were now paid for us. In [Bingawe moved in to our
official quarters Naval Bungalow. It was comparatively old, built ob&vand mounted on stilts.
The drawing room, in common with the day nursery, was a veranda, open tortdeexcept for



rattan blinds which let down at night. There was no glass and the windowsfilleatewith
latticework and as intended this let in the maximum amount of awijtaidy it also let in the
equivalent amount of noise. Naval Bungalow was in the part of Singapore caliechdde. It was
some 12 miles from the naval base where | worked and entirely surcbdnydarmy officers
quarters. Pre-war life in Singapore certainly was luxurious, evemgthvas very expensive and the
standard very high, but the allowances were good so that we got by. Haistriene in our lives,
we employed a domestic staff of four and a gardener and ownearsvaith a driver.

My duties as naval attaché used to take me to Bangkok three tyeas @nd | could either
go by train or fly. Flying boats used to leave Singapore in the afterandmfter a night at Penang
and a very early start, | would be my office in time to stamkwnext morning. Each of my visits
started with a heavy round of calls and owing to the language problem, findingyrfpma place
to place presented something of a problem. Siamese is most diffiitu#t astirely tonal and to the
uneducated ear, the same noise, with undetectable variations, may dwavral sneanings. This
makes it impossible just pick up a few words and phrases as one aaelircountries. Bangkok is
a fascinating place. It has been called the Venice of the dtlase it is intersected with canals
called Kongs. A large portion of the population lives permanently aftolbats, which resemble
the Chinese sampans. Having so much water about the place inevitaldg bresquitoes and the
Bangkok variety are the size of humming birds and as hungry as ateHst that is how |
found them. At dinner parties the ladies would find large bags, fadedthe back of their chairs,
into these they would wriggle before venturing their legs undeditieag table. The gentlemen
were expected to provide their own protection in the shape ajuitooots. The Siamese people
are delightful, nearly all those, both men and women, | had to nfes4lbf, either spoke excellent
English or French and | found my visits to Bangkok very enjoyable.

(Sylvia accompanied him on a visit from"2Blovember to 18 December 1939, following
which Leslie wrote a report on the naval situation which thénNational Archive at Kew “Report
by Commander Brownfield, Naval Attaché at Bangkok, of hig tésThailand” FO 371/24755

During our first year in Singapore, we lived a very happy and careffeeWar clouds
were gathering but, somehow it was difficult to fully realise Isewous was the situation. Then
came the blow for at teatime one Sunday afternoon, we had a message thate at war with
Germany. | felt that | should do something so changed into uniform and drotteeauaval base
and when | arrived, | found that all the staff, from the Admiral doaah éxactly the same idea.
Having congregated we tried to decide what there was to be done and wer avas nothing. Our
war plan was ready and was automatically put into operation, so feeling botledvand deflated
we all went home again.

When the war was a year old, we sailed for England in the S.S. Duafh€sesk. Though
her official standing was that of a hired transport, she was stilpéacetime trim and very
comfortable. In time of war, the first consideration must beigifig efficiency of the ship and in
the case of a merchant ship this boils down to her ability to survivee.Dlichess was an army
controlled Transport and as such, there was an army officer who wagenmall command of the
service personnel. | approached "O.C. troops" who gave us his rmessimprove our defences.
The Duchess mounted a six-inch gun and three-inch anti-aircraft gun, socnemal together with
the necessary lookouts and control parties, were provided for themesthrted to train up army
personnel to augment them. From Colombo a cruiser escorted us abeossdian Ocean and
during the passage the Duchess of York carried out a 6 in firing at a tengetd by the cruiser
and the cruiser carried out what is technically known as throwraiffiwith the Duchess acting as
her target. We called at Mombassa and then went on to Durban. On the nekthegjourney to
Cape Town, | learnt that the Duchess had been ordered to call at Trinida#ialifex in Nova
Scotia on her way home to England. This meant two crossings or the cAlaatitime when this
ocean particularly to the North was extremely unhealthy due to eselonyarines and aircraft. As
Richard was only two and half it seemed a bit unfair to expectdswim for it, so Sylvia and |
and decided most reluctantly the family should disembark at Cape Town raath rihere, until
some safe opportunity of getting home presented itself.

We spent three days in Cape Town and during this period we rented furftashed it,
bought Sylvia small car and got her a full-time job with naval intelligeftis latter presented
little difficulty as Sylvia had been working for the Navy sittee start of the war. Our reason for
calling in at Halifax was to embark Canadian troops for passage to England aeml tvby were



on board, the ship was filled to capacity. | had approached the officer @oding the Canadian
troops and he had agreed to make his Bren guns available together withréves Ve mounted
50 of these guns, on improvised mountings, round the upper deck as a short-rarajecrarfiti-

defence. We then started to teach the soldiers how to facaaft, since their previous training
had only been concerned with their opposite numbers on the ground. We als&ezhmhanber of

naval officers and ratings so that our defence teams were considetedrgteened. We sailed
from Halifax in the large convoy formed up in the usual square formationnatine imiddle of the
square was the battleship HMS Valiant. This gave most people a greatcfesscurity but an
exception to these, were the naval officers who knew theamaliad been re-fitting in America,
was manned by a skeleton passage crew, and had been placed on the cdm»opriatection and

not for ours. As the Duchess was now something of a floating arsenare@hkwost sorry that the
voyage passed without incident and we would have liked to have had a craokeatirssuspecting
aircraft that had approached a bit too close.

H.M.S. Ramillies 1941-43

After my return to England | was offered the command of the esss@MIMS Pelican. She was at
the time refitting and | was therefore sent on leave. As thedpelvas to return to the East coast
convoys in the North Sea | started to muster my winter wsallith the inevitable result that | got
a sudden appointment as executive officer, which is second in commahéd, battleship HMS
Ramillies. Ramillies was destined to go to the Far East and eAisting at Camel Lairds so |
joined her at Birkenhead. This was the fourth (of the five) efdlaiss of battleship on which I had
served, and to those who did not know me, | must have appeared as somethingnolier boy
since naturally after a day or two to get my eye in again, | Kmawirom stem to stern. We moved
into the Gladstone Dock and this was the signal to the Hun to start H$taion Liverpool. In dry
dock we were a sitting duck and a very attractive target, bhoadth a great deal of iron fell all
round us, we escaped without a scratch. When we undocked we sailed foF®eapa work up.
When we left Scapa we learnt that we were to be the flagship sét¢bad in command of a new
Far Eastern Fleet, which was about to be formed, and that we would filathef Rear Admiral
Bonham Carter. We sailed for Freetown and on passage we learned theegverof the loss of the
Prince of Wales and the Repulse. This tragedy upset any plans fondoarfar Eastern Fleet and
on arrival, Bonham was ordered to haul down his flag and return to England. Weatiheth on to
Cape Town where | spent four happy days with Sylvia, Richard and Nannieef\idded at
Durban and then went on to Killindini.

By this time Singapore had fallen and we marked time for 10 veryapkedays but
wondered if our journey had been really necessary; after which iedsair Colombo. We only
stayed a few days in Colombo and then went round to Trincomolee. The hslsipitahe Vita was
at Trinco and my brother, now a surgeon captain, was the medicarofficharge. From Trinco
we sailed to join a force which was so short lived that | am unablemember for certain if it ever
had a name, | believe we called ourselves The Third Battle Squadoamsisted of the Warspite,
flying the flag of Admiral Sir James Somerville, the four elddRlyclass battle ships, Revenge,
Royal Sovereign, Resolution and Ramillies, two aircraft carriers ajabdot of destroyers. We
assembled at Addu Atoll, which is a ring of coral islands surroundingnaiderable deep-water
anchorage, and situated roughly in the centre of the Indian Ocean and just sohéezfuator.
Though our force looked quite imposing on paper, we were, in fact, a goeitlycollection of ‘Old
Ming'. Our function was to keep the Japanese fleet out of the Indisan@eel this was a pretty
tough proposition so that we were something of a 'thin red line'. For tkethee weeks we



steamed backwards and forwards across the equator, only returning to Adtio A¢dliel. The old
“Rs” had only been designed for short trips in the North Sea and, in thnsai& they were no bed

of roses. In spite of the uncomfortalolenditions | thoroughly enjoyed these weeks, as it was great
to be back with the fleet again and keep station and manoeuvre aseasoatidron.

The Japanese staged a big air attack on Ceylon in which the aircraft cateienes was
sunk just off Trincomalee. This attack was carried out by Japanese aiavan, who for once
played by the rules and left the hospital ship Vita unmolested toupicurvivors. The cruisers
Cornwall and Dorsetshire, who were on their way to join us, wereiatsocepted and sunk, but
the Japs did not make contact with us, in the main force.

In March 1942 Admiral Sir James Somerville had been appointed @odanin Chief
Eastern Fleet with his HQ at Kilindi in East Africa. Tieet consisted of two large carriers and the
small carrier Hermes, The battleship Warspite, Resolutitemillies, Royal Sovereign and
Revenge, two heavy and five light cruisers, sixteen destrayetseven submarines The R class
battleships were old slow and ill protected and might prove mbeeliability than an asset. He
decided to divide his fleet into a fast division consistingnofomitable, Formidable, Warspite and
the cruisers Cornwall, Emerald, and Enterprise; and a sleigiali consisting of the R class
battleships and the remaining cruisers. The destroyers viereds equally between the two
divisions. The aircraft carrier Hermes and two of thesens were in Trincomolee, when two large
Japanese fleets entered the Indian Ocean. The first 3a@pfleet steamed north and attacked
merchant shipping in the Bay of Bengal, the second under Admiralodomith his aircraft
carriers, which had made the attack on Pearl Harbour, approaelgtmh@nd made air attacks on
Columbo and Trincomolee. Hermes and the cruisers had gone to searéutaught off the east
coast of Ceylon and sunk by repeated attacks from the airsdivevors being rescued by the
hospital ship Vita. The Japanese fleets failed to make contdcteither of the British divisions
which were to the south west of Ceylon and withdrew to tee ea

What happened then to change the situation | do not know, but our force was disbanded.
This was as well for the old battleships were beginning to feelshéky. Ramillies had enjoyed a
rather easier life than her sisters and was in rather betten tatnd we received a signal ordering us
to sail for Durban. We were to be the headquarters ship for an expetiticapture the French
naval base at Diego Suarez in Madagascar. This was necessary sirfeesiich in Madagascar
were "Vichy" and in consequence, it was feared that the base migbimmbeavailable to the
Japanese. We were to hoist the flag of Admiral Syfret and our misgiined why we needed so
large a staff.

We sailed on 25April 1942 with a veritable armada of troopships, destroyers, frigates
minesweepers. In command of the landside of the operation was MajeraEBob Sturgis of the
Royal Marines. We planned to land our troops on the East coast of Madagascapm@nthére,
they were to advance across the country and take the Diego Suarezafidmard. As we
approached the coast, we stood by at action stations all night, but weitheaioamrouble. The
troops landed unopposed at dawn on and went right ahead towards their objectiveit B&wmed
to be all over bar the shouting, our troops ran up against the French, dug &,very strong
defensive position. This could have been forced but it would have swaatstiff fighting and,
probably heavy casualties on both sides. Normally in war, the objeébeadxercise is to survive
yourself and to destroy as many of the enemy as possible, but ond&sson the briefing was, for
diplomatic reasons, that we should kill his few Frenchmen as podsdsi¢his reason the advance
was halted. The General decided to lay on a diversion. He embarkédatiree detachment from
Ramillies in a destroyer, HMS Anthony, with orders to land in Diegoe3uéself under cover of
darkness and go through the motions of taking the place by storm. Eohrdent was only 120
strong and it seemed that they might be up against something. TheyAstieaked in under the



French batteries, made its way up an unknown harbour in pitch dark, backetiehe against a
jetty and the Marines jumped ashore. The major first led his gallant teaswiround the telephone
exchange, without actually molesting it, and the French not entirehowitreason, panicked and
broadcast that they were being overrun by the hordes of Attila. fdrelfr capitulated.

The fine harbour of Diego Suarez could only be approached through the narrow Oronijii
Pass three quarters of a mile wide and heavily defended. The baseabf Antsirane, the principal
objective lies on a peninsular between two of the four of the smalldrjosed within the main
harbour. The bay cuts deeply into the northern tip of Madagascar and fornsshamus which is
between two and a half to six miles wide and to the west ofsiVieral bays which although very
difficult to access through reefs and islands, could accommodate a leegeOGn K May the two
convoys of transports and the protecting warships met up. The transpbuging the large liners
Winchester Castle, Sobieski, Duchess of Athol and Oransay cover&sitf®® miles under the
cover of darkness under the protection of the cruiser Devonshireg Wial destroyers and mine
sweepers cleared a passage into the bay. At 3.30 am the assault fiotiltad inshore to the three
appointed beaches. By 5.00pm the Andrakaka peninsular had been seitled draty was held up
by strong defences three miles short of Antsirane. In consequeneetbhips which had been
waiting off Oronjia Pass since early in the afternoon were unable ter ¢he bay. Soon after
8.00pm the Anthony steamed through the pass with 50 marines from tHeeRamiboard. The
first attempt to get alongside was frustrated by a strong offshore @hwithen made a stern board
and by extremely skilful ship handling in darkness, in a strange harbour and finedexanaged to
hold the ship’s stern against the quay long enough for the marinesamlsier ashore. Their effect
on the garrison was such that the main attack from the west was cdggleteessful and by
3.00am the army was able to report the complete occupation of theAown.40 on the %the
Ramillies, Devonshire and Hermione started to bombard the defencestdrulO0 minutes it was
learnt that the Orinjia peninsula and the harbour defences had surrendered4d.3® the
minesweepers had swept the channel and the main fleet eniega$uarez bay. In 60 hours from
the first landing the operation was completed for the loss of a comvbttd struck a mine. There
was good inter service co-operation and the ability to take troops overadsi®f miles of ocean
and land them with carrier borne air cover was well demonstrated.

These things took rather longer to happen than it takes to tell them are iyme the
French surrendered, Ramillies was pounding the batteries, at theneatto Diego Suarez harbour
with her 15-inch guns. This was a most spectacular proceeding but when ourgjtouieover the



battery, they reported somewhat peevishly, that the only real dathageve had done was to
totally destroy the lavatories.

We entered Diego Suarez harbour at about noon on the same day and as soon as we were
anchored, our Royal Marines returned on-board. They were unscathed buticgligct
unrecognisable, being covered with a layer of red dust, which is orfee dbc¢al features. Then
started a period of getting the naval base back into working order. Thik &bidan Air Force had
done a bit of softening up and their bombs had done quite a lot of damage. Therargere
quantities of army stores to land. The French still held a major podiotie island but for the
moment, hostilities were halted.

On 29" May a calm and delightful evening we were happily at anchor and the cruiser
Frobisher was lying close alongside us in the next billet. A ssealblane suddenly appeared over
the hills and glided down as if to land between Frobisher and oursehgeshe came down, she
flashed a signalling lantern as if trying to attract our attention. @ati-aircraft guns were closed
up, but we did not open fire for two reasons. The first ofethvess that the aircraft showed no
hostile intent and as she had no distinguishing marks might well bevatgdyi owned French
machine, the second and even more compelling reason was that sfigivgaso low that had we
fired, we should have plastered Frobisher and the other ships in
the anchorage. Just as she was about touch down the aircraft opened up titee dnbflipped out
of sight behind a hill. The whole episode lasted little over a miiken you do not know what is
in the bottle the only safe thing to do is to assume that it is passoRamillies and Frobisher
weighed anchor and put to sea. The Air Force did a search all rouraddepth of 200 miles, but
sighted nothing so Ramillies returned the anchorage but Frobisher went evafieThat evening,
just as | sat down to supper, there was a very considerable buntipe dityhts went out and, almost
immediately, the ship started to list. Having the aircraft imdnil thought that we had been
bombed and nipped up forward to see if | could locate the damage. We werelgaimdy the
bows and listing to port. The lower boom was just going underwater with & pukemade fast to
it. | called away the boat and got her to safety, but the only thingcthddl be established was that
we had been holed in the port side forward and there must be a considerable aimibooding.
The ship now seemed to reach equilibrium, although she was silhasty angle. Things looked
hopeful, providing that we could control the flooding. A tanker, which amatiored in the birth
that Frobisher had vacated now blew up and sank. From this it was prettyustihiat we had both
been torpedoed, but the trouble was, that we had no means of knowingahgwnare torpedoes
there might be sculling around. Our picket boat which | ordered to patrol arcumdhip, now
added to the gaiety by dropping two depth charges with which she wad,afman unidentified
target. Having established that the flooding was under control, we weigh@dragred moved to a
narrow arm of the harbour and moored head and stern and with our bows to seawadikirto
present the least possible target to any further attack. Ttagted an intensive period of making
the ship seaworthy. The fleet constructor officer was flown up tseads and we shored and
pumped and counter flooded. We put two of our heavy bower anchors, and aththiejrtogether
with a great many stores from forward, right aft on the quarterdedkoein our bows and in four
days we had the ship back on an even keel and as watertight beuith®e made.

While we were engaged with this, we learnt what had hit us. Thenaodos found two
strangers ashore who promptly opened fire when challenged. Byntbdhtat the commandos had
registered their displeasure at this unfriendly act, there wasminteft of the visitors but they had
on them a notebook written up in a kind of Japanese shorthand. Captain Tudisedl Japanese
interpreter and with the help of some illustrations, he was able tavehenough to establish that
our assailant had been a midget submarine. This midget, together witleapkrge, must have
been brought to the vicinity by parent submarines but whether our giol¢thad damaged the
midget or if their parent had just abandoned them, we were unable to find ditite later, the
Japanese issued a communiqué, claiming that they had sunk a cruiserFobbisher class and
torpedoed a battleship of the Queen Elizabeth class, which they fhaxh ltre and sinkingOur
Admiralty were able to counter this with complete truth, by sayiagno cruiser of the Frobisher
class had been sunk and that no battleship of the Queen Elizabeth classhad Dego Suarez.
On June % the ship was sufficiently patched up and we sailed for Durbananitestroyer escort
and though the passage was made in perfect weather and we met with no @ppibsite was a
general feeling of relief when we were safely in harbour and secucedjsatie. When we were



moved into dry dock, it was possible to inspect the damage and ividastethat Ramillies was
destined to finish up in a scrappers yard and not in action. We hadydarge hole in our side and
two magazines had been penetrated. Fifteen-inch cordite wasrgkalldund in one and mangled
four-inch ammunition in the other; why neither of them blewsipappily an unsolved mystery.

The following appears in an article about HMS Ramillies on Wikepedia:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Ramillies_(07)

“Ramillies was a part of a British fleet put together hurriedly in Mao€1942 under Admiral
James Somervillen an attempt to prevedapaneseaval forces from cutting the sea lanettia.

The scratch fleet consisted of two aircraft carriers andethle battleships of thRevenge Class
Fortunately the main part of the British fleet did not mbet track Japanese fleet. After causing
great destruction to Allied shipping, sinking an aircraft camed several other smaller warships,
the Japanese withdrew. In May 19Ramillieswas still in thelndian Ocearand was sent to cover
the Allied invasion of Madagasca©On 29 May 1942 a reconnaissance plane from the Japanese
submarind-10 spottedRamilliesat anchor irDiego Suareharbour.Ramillieschanged berth after
the plane was seen. However, the Japanese submadesind 1-20 launched twomidget
submarinesone of which, commanded by Lieutenant Saburo Akieda, managed taperibe
harbour and to fire its two torpedoes. The first torpedo severelggdRamilliesat about 20:25;

the second sank the oil tank@nitish Loyaltyat 21:20. Lieutenant Akieda came undepth charge
attack from thecorvettesGenistaand Thymebut managed to beach his submarine and flee inland
with Petty Officer Masami Takemoto. Both were killed idire fight with Royal Marinesthree
days laterRamillieswas reported sunk by the Japanese, but in fact was merelglged@maged.
She was towed t®urbanfor temporary repairs, then in August 1942 she returngélytmouth
under her own steam and was back in service in June 1943.”

The dockyard got down to patching up us up and we had a great deal to sortievtill
left us with time to enjoy the joys of Durban. Sylvia was in Gapen, but | had the good fortune to
run into an old friend | had known in Australia and he arranged for us to have thefuss
Secretary's flat. Sylvia arrived and we settled in although the #atextremely small. Richard and
Nannie had been left in Cape Town and we had no thought of getting them up boame kery
friendly with the caretaker of the block, who thought that we shidwlsomething about it and in
spite of the rule that no children were allowed, offered us the ¢danvacant flat. Richard and
Nannie joined us. The three weeks together, which was tbet @ft Sylvia's leave from her job,
raced by. When Sylvia had to go back to Cape Town, | sadly went baok tmiboard. However
owing to a crisis, Captain Tufnell was taken away from us and appointamhtmand HMS Royal
Sovereign. Tuffy was a grand captain, we were all very sorrgddisn go, but | had little time to



mourn his departure, as | was promoted to acting captain and appointed toacoiiRamillies in
his place. To be promoted from commander to captain, and to assume comrtensiame ship, is
a most unusual and somewhat upsetting experience. The commander livegwandite®m and in
close contact with the other officers with whom in leisure manbethopes to be on backslapping
terms. He has a finger in every pie and if he's any good at hisvjblise known, liked and trusted
by the ship's company. The captain on the other hand is of necessity, aatrote figure. He
lives by himself and though responsible for everything in his comndahefjates the detailed
conduct of day-to-day affairs to his officers. | need not have worrieévewthe loyalty of the
officers was wonderful and they treated me as if | was the raosiraptain in the Royal Navy.
Living by yourself after living in a crowd, takes a bit of getting useand the novelty of gazing
adoringly at my four stripes was beginning to wear a bit thin, when tlag With Owen on board
came into Durban. Durban dockyard made a good job of patching us up, but they could kot wor
miracles. When we sailed, the ship was seaworthy but due totémsig® internal damage that we
had suffered, we had no method of controlling either our 15-inch or a gixgonas, which
rendered them virtually useless. Our anti-aircraft armament wti and this we hoped was all
we might require.

At Cape Town, | spent four happy days with Sylvia and then received mg. dkderillies
was to sail for Freetown and then on to Gibraltar and Devonport. Thedigsbf our passage was
not without incident. One night we were steaming along, with two esgatéstroyers when we
picked up an echo on our radar of something right astern. Owing to the lentjéh mdssage | was
steaming at only 12 knots, in order to save fuel and the echo gradwatigdsto creep up on us.
From its sudden appearance and behaviour we consider that this might welUH®oat, which
had surfaced and now was steaming on the same course as we were ughediedl that they had
spotted us. Right astern she was comparatively harmless, so | cpltbé destroyers on a shaded
signalling a lamp, to tell them of my deductions and intentions. My platosakw the U-boat to
close until she was within range my four-inch guns and then fire stfls ¢t illuminate her. The
firing of the star shell was to be the signal for me to increadallt speed and for the destroyers to
detach and try and do their stuff. We waited patiently as the range gradualsaded but just as |
was about to give the order to fire, the echo disappeared. |aserk speed and detached one
destroyer to hunt but she found nothing. Freetown to Gibraltar was unevieuatfat Gib, the ship
had to turn inside the harbour and birth alongside the detached mole. To a newlgtpd
captain, Gib. harbour looked very small and Ramillies very big,aluivent well and | felt very
grateful to Captain Collard, who in the long past Royal Sovereign days, hadhizatieo-stripers
practise handling the ship. At Gib, we embarked what seemed likentine British army who
required to be taken to England and we sailed for Devonport escorteddsy dbstroyers. Owing
to the submarine and air menace, we were routed right out into the Attarttioorth of the Scilly
Isles. In wartime, all lights to assist with navigation are normaktinguished but on request, they
are lit up for a short period. | asked for this to be down, but judtwas rounding the Scillies,
before shaping a course to the eastward, error crept in and they wer@upagain. This left us
with destroyers spread out on either side careering along at 18 ktratight for the Wolf Rock. We
then ran into an unscheduled flotilla of motor torpedo boats, but succeeded tingvany
argument with either them or the rock. | heaved a sigh of rellefn we sighted Plymouth
breakwater, there we were greeted with a long signal telling méonsteer on a certain course
owing to the danger of magnetic mines. Again we triumphed, and shenty lverthed safely
alongside the wall in the dockyard.

We were now to be in the dockyard hands for a long time so after alwutdnths, when
we had completed all leave giving, we were reduced to a maintenaweTdris meant that | lost
my 4th stripe, though | remained as commander in command, but this was lostgi as at the
end of the year, | was promoted to captain. This meant | had te Rammillies. This | did with
great regret. She was a splendid ship and | was very proud to have had commantboklght
months.

| went along to the Admiralty and in my newly acquired and eaakek no longer queued
in the Second Sea Lord's office but was interviewed by the sacattary to the first Lord. | was
offered the post of chief staff officer Freetown and the niext was for me to wait on Admiral HB
Rawlings who was about to take over as Flag Officer Westafm order that he might give me
the once over. The interview was most informal, dealing witht | did in my spare time rather



than regarding my professional qualifications. Apparently, | passester for | was fixed for the
job and this was the start of a happy period from which | esdergot only a great admirer of
"HB", but also his personal friend. | joined HMS Sussex ae@Gock for the trip out. Whilst on
passage Sussex received orders to intercept and destroy thanG#tip Herborg, a tanker, which
was attempting to run our blockade, | volunteered to take clodridpe navigational plot while we
searched for her. The intelligence was good and it is not foo re@ytif it was due to good luck or
good management but we picked her up at the place and time, whigiotheredicted. The
difficulty now was to positively identify her before takingerfkive action, but in this we were
greatly assisted by a Focker Wolf, who by her conduct, madeatt itiat they were both on the
same side. It was the Herborg, and after a long and spirited, l®ssioled action, the Sussex sank
her by gunfire.

H.M.S. Eland 1943

Freetown was not an attractive tourist centre. The town itedifch consisted mainly of
corrugated iron shanties, was smelly, dusty end extremely hot. Tlgitoes were ravenous and
highly qualified to distribute malaria. There were a variety of highlys@odus insects, including
scorpions, which used to hide in one's shoes and such of the natives whh whine in contact
were dirty, untrustworthy and expert thieves. In the rainy aeasd it poured almost without
ceasing for two months.

We were very busy in Freetown but before the year was outréldRawlings was
appointed as Flag Officer Levant and Eastern Mediterranean, with his heddouar Alexandria
and | was to go with him. | arrived in Cairo at 11 o'clock on Gtmias night 1943.

H.M.S. Nile 1943-45

Sylvia was still in Cape Town and | wondered if he would not be possibies ftr get
together. On investigation, | found that as the family were livin@anth Africa of their own
freewill, there was no objection to them entering Egypt andd able to arrange a passage. One
fine day, | collected Sylvia, Richard and Nannie at Suez and motored thess dlce desert to
Alexandria. | had rented a very charming little villa, in easykivej distance of the office, and
surrounded by a rose garden. Each month, when | paid the rent, hdelk must have bought the
place outright but this was typical of Alexandria in those days, tagenothing that you could not
obtain, providing that you were prepared to pay for it and essentials andidexwere equally
expensive.

We settled down to a very happy time and Sylvia joined-up with olligenee department.
Business was brisk, but not nearly as arduous as in Freetown; theeeares a very long way
away. An occasional enemy plane used to come over at night, but thenehde was from our
own anti-aircraft guns, due to the well-known truth that what goes up mus&t domn. In the
course of our wanderings, we frequently met the late King of Grétzavas then the Crown
Prince and with the Crown Princess Fredericka, was resigeAtexandria, until the Hun could be
removed from Greece and he could return to his own country. Theytedytoung children, one
of whom is the present King of Greece, who were
guarded by an English nanny and she and our Nannie got in touch with each other, lstdtea c
used to play together and have tea in each other's houses. This presdigledcasiplication to us
as Richard had another firm friend in Ali, who was the son of our Egyptiak. Since Richard had
not yet acquired any very strong sense of social distinctioapieBmes required considerable tact
to ensure that Ali was not about the place, when royalty cameatd/fhen we left Alexandria, |
sold Richard's bicycle to the present King, gave the childreippesy slide, which they had much
appreciated when in our garden and Princess Fredericka presemthdr® with a wrist watch.

Towards the end of the year, the Germans were being forced to pullfdhes out of
Greece. | had the good fortune to be able to accompany HB when heisdiedcruiser HMS
Ajax, now fully repaired after being commanded by my brother in dawhe battle of the River
Plate, for the reoccupation of Athens.

HB was appointed as second-in-command of the British Pacific Fledieandked to take me with
him, but this could not be arranged. About a month after he left, | twuwedto a new chief staff
officer and we started on our way back to England. While we were on passage Gemany
capitulated and we actually arrived in London to stay with Mr Dore;V.E.” day.



H.M.S. Apollo 1945-6

| was appointed to command HMS Apollo, a fast minelayer, who with her ships
Manxman and Ariadne were to join the British Pacific Fleet.ngdi Apollo at Southampton, where
she had been refitting. Ariadne had been delayed, so taking Manxman undergmyevset out on
our long journey. Apollo was a lovely little ship, designed with admé 40 knots and beautiful to
handle. We sailed through the Suez Canal, refuelled at Aden and then had astigityepassage
in the monsoon to Columbo. Here we stayed for three days and my brothevaw/iio charge of
the Naval Hospital at Trincomalee, was able to fly over and spendwiithtrme. After Singapore
we had expected to be back at war again, but were ordered to go to Mellamartieere to land all
our mines. We had to remain at Melbourne for 10 days, while we cleandmbibens and during
this period, Japan capitulated. This explained why we should not want oes,mand shortly
afterwards, we were told there we were to act as fast despassels to the fleet. This meant that
we should be carrying V.I.Ps, mails and important stores from placad¢e pihd we could not help
feeling that this was a bit of a comedown, as it reduced us fromnfigslip to the role of fleet
auxiliary. From Melbourne we went to Sydney. Entering Sydney Harboatways a thrill,
however many times you may have done it. Turning in through the headsghtipedmontories on
either side of the entrance - this beautiful harbour suddenly opensvith the bridge as a
backcloth. It was grand seeing it again and | felt almost as if | wersing home. We secured
alongside
at Garden Island, which is the naval dockyard, and here | found thebfgsthange, as it is no
longer an island, as a very large dry dock has been built and the islanieleasjoined up to the
mainland. During the next week, we loaded the ship with stores and exdh@eisonnel that were
to be taken up to the fleet. On our way north, the Japanese signedrtbnder and we headed for
Hong Kong, arriving there just too late for the actual reoccupation. Hong Kongnather
wonderful harbour, which like Sydney, is entered through a narrow passageebettngh ground
so that you come on it suddenly.

To function as a dispatch vessel turned out to be a wonderful job. Thgeaexve spent
most of our time at sea and provided | arrived at my next port ofnithilreasonable expedition,
nobody seemed to mind how | got there or how fast | went. Our turn af gapee considerable
latitude | was able to do a virtual tour of the Western Pacific.

After a few days in Hong Kong, we were off again to Yokohama. Wednties signing of
the surrender, but | knew that Admiral Rawlings was up there, flyinfidgisn the battleship King
George VI and | was keen to see him again. As soon as we put ountoae harbour, we got a
signal ordering us to secure alongside the flagship. The next day HB wamadic wand and with
three of my officers | went ashore and found a “self-drive” Jeepimgafor us, so with me at the
wheel, we set off to tour Japan. As we only had six hours at our disgesabur had to be a bit
limited; we started off to Tokyo. Our route first took us throughatvihad been a mainly industrial
area but the American air force had dealt with it with firebombs and raagey thorough job of it.
All that was left were dozens of factory chimneys, with noriastbuttoned on to them; this was
varied by an occasional safe, standing lonely on its plinth in a field elsva okyo did not seem to
have been much damaged and was very crowded and busy. A large number ofeauzmidisin
English or near English, offered a variety of attractions which egid that the population had
wasted no time in getting down to the task of relieving the Aamedccupation force of its dollars.
We had a look round and then had a picnic lunch in a park adjacent to the Impaléale. After
lunch we struck out into the country, without any particular objectiverMeutovered a good many
miles. The scenery was most attractive but what particulaglet my eye were the small children.
These had gone into business in a big way, lining all vantage points. As sesl phsy cheered,
waved American flags and made the "V" sign, so we must have lsaendegsappointment to them
since we had neither dollars not occupational currency.



On our way south from Japan we went to Shanghai and the first time up theeYamgtz
Wangpoo was a great experience. Shanghai, which had once been one of the lspgi$esvas
very drab and dull. After a short breather in Hong Kong, we startedrafé again to Shanghai,
with our final destination as Kobe. The trip through the Inland Sea up to Wabenost interesting
and at one moment rather too exciting, as we ran into a thick bafdgofhile going through a
narrow swept channel through the mine fields. From Kobe | took a padificers to have a look
at Hiroshima, which was just clear of contamination from the atombbéfter this we returned
again to Hong Kong and here had to enter dry dock for some minor repaire Whry dock we
gave four performances of a pantomime, which | had written and which weekadr&hearsing
called “King Cola of Rum and Coca" this was a great success, thoughewe net able to give
further performances because the “leading lady” an ordinary signalmand&liblet, left the ship.
Perhaps this was just as well. From Hong Kong we were ordered to $ydtmey for a rest period.
We refuelled at Darwin and then went down inside the barrier Resfow time, so that everyone
might have a good look at this beautiful spot. While we were in Syadmegecond engineer
Lieutenant-Commander Tim Thomas, became engaged to an Australian girl andawgedrthe
wedding for them. This was followed by a reception for about 200 qarebsteade a wonderful last
event, before our final departure from Australia. We embarked our lsaglof passengers and
stores and started up north again for Hong Kong. The weather was panféete had a very
easy passage, which was as well, as some of us had not found the restjpégied restful as it
might have been. As we were trotting along, we came up with one ofuisers and her captain
asked if we could keep company with him for a couple of days and do sawisesxtogether. This
offer 1 was delighted to accept, but as we were about to turn to osettend day, news was
brought to me on the bridge that a carboy of sulphuric acid, which wecaengng as part of our
cargo, had burst and emptied its contents over a quantity of small armaration. This was not a
good thing, so | decided to get rid of the contaminated ammunition. | magead t® the cruiser
saying, "regret exercises must be delayed while | turn into wandlump some dangerous
explosives" and added as a waggish afterthought, "take no notice if mpletemoff". Like a flash
| got a reply "of course we shall overlook your social indiscretiombe days the British Pacific
Fleet were fast drawing to a close. Most the major units had alreatBdsar home and as the
need for us was getting less and less, we were ordered to tettliea United Kingdom. We sailed
for England, crowded with passengers who wanted the trip home. Figentein to Devonport, to
land the West countrymen, then on to Portsmouth. We left Portsmaaith'@bck in the evening
and almost as we cleared the harbour, we ran into a thick fog, so we thpenight groping our
way
along chiefly by radar. The fog lifted just as we got to SheernesSamison point was a welcome
sight. After disembarking ammunition, we went up the Medway and sedanggide in Chatham
dockyard. Sylvia brought Richard down to see me and this startedhsognef a party

Royal Naval College, Greenwich 1946-49

Both to my amazement and delight, since |
considered it to be a most outstanding job, | was
appointed as captain of the Royal Naval College,
Greenwich. Greenwich had been running at reduced
power during the war and it was now necessary to open
it up again and put it back on it pre-war footing. Bomb
damage to the college had not been extensive but one
part that had taken a knock was the end of the block
which contained both the admiral's and the captain's
houses. The captain's house is part of a very beautiful
building and is right down beside the river. As was the
custom when the palace was built, all principal rooms
face north and are inclined to be as cold as charity;
despite this it is still a lovely house and a joy to live in.
By the time that | had got down to inspect the house, the
greater part of the damage was being made good but |
was told that, as there was no furniture available, all




that could be immediately made ready for my use, would be a bacheloerqudris might have
been catastrophic, but Sylvia had just inherited a large amount of weryfurniture, so at my
urgent request, the decoration of the house was completed and we movtadour wwn bits-and-
pieces, which might have been made for it.

By far the most intriguing part of my duties was to get the suwibeh@nts course going
again. The subs came along in batches of about 100 and each batch stayed éomsysad that in
all there were 200 in residence. Beside mathematical and smestibjects and a junior war
course, that | used to run, the subs did a general course of education grioupeutorial system
on the lines of a University. There were many out-of-school aesivénd of these, amateur
dramatics were very popular. Commander Peter Osborne was our producdrisaskill was far
above anything that an amateur might hope for and beside his natural flarachéeen on the
professional stage. His first effort at Greenwich was to producelthewithin the play from "The
Midsummer Night's Dream" dressed in modern naval uniform; all theatsastere in blue and the
fairy folk in white, a brilliant concept that fitted exactly. Telsow was the college’s entry for the
Royal Naval drama Festival and it walked it. Seeing all thentedvailable gave me ideas.

Now it is time to introduce George, though chronologically he should hppeared much
earlier. Captain George Duncan OBE, MC., came to PetersfieltiOit as a second lieutenant
with the first Battalion of the Seaforth Highlanders, who wereteitl in the town, while forming up
and training. My father was a doctor and as such, immune from billetingGbatge and his
roommates were rather uncomfortably situated, so we invited tbelwet with us. From this
beginning, George became a valued and lifelong friend of our famibr. the war George retired
from the army and settled in a most delightful house in Hassocks in SBeseées been very
interested in the theatre, George was a very good pianist and more tinathswg of a composer. |
suggested that we should pool our resources and if | could scratch up a sbiaklef lyrics, he
should compose the necessary music and we would see if we could@gtefe to perform it as a
Christmas show. The show was to take the form of a pantomime sswbwéound a name for it
"King Arenci of Esseten" derived from the initial lettergted Royal Naval College and its postal
address S.E.10. We put it on at the College for four nights at thefehd €hristmas term and
though | say so, it was an unqualified success. The mayor of Greeaskieth us to repeat it for the
general public in the town hall and the BBC were prepared to tel@yigaet unfortunately, it was
impractical to do either, as at the end of term the cast digmted about its lawful occasion.

While we were at the college our house was used on several occhsiomsddings, in
particular when the President of the College, Admiral Brind, who had beeidower for some
years, married Mrs. Blagrove, the widow of the Flag Offickowad lost his life when HMS Royal
Oak was sunk early in the war. We also held a party for the ehigj of the infant son of Yehudi
Menuhin, whose wife was the stepdaughter of the commander-in-ctief ldbre. While | was in
command of the college, Prince Philip was a student at the stdéfg€adnd due to this | had the
honour to meet our present Queen then Princess Elizabeth, on sevasions. One of the most
delightful of these was when the Princess dined with us
in the painted Hall, before we all went along together to see Pihilg receive the freedom the
borough of Greenwich in the town hall. Another royal occasion was whenotirel Bf Admiralty
entertained the King of and Queen of Denmark to dinner in the péaitatd



Princess Elizabeth and The Duke Of Edinburgh visit Greewich College 1948
(Leslie is on the left)

Admiral Brind was appointed as commander in chief of the Far Easternorstand he
asked me to go with him as the Commodore in charge, Hong Kong. | jumpedide&ahieoth
because it would be a very delightful job and also that it would meahghatld continue to serve
under him. Sylvia was equally keen, but it started up a slight fémalyl as to what we should do
with Richard.

Richard was at Stubbington House and was entered for Wellington. The Comnamcentr
examination was not all that far off and had to be considered. So | thought tHaduid be left at
home, to get on with his schooling, but Sylvia was all in favourkaigehim with us. Finally, with
rather gloomy prophecies from his headmaster, we compromised that hd sbhmé out with us
for six months and then return to Stubbington. As usual Sylvia was dgRichard came out with
us and stayed for over a year, which not only did him a power of good but,théhgneat day
came, he passed into Wellington very near to the top the list.

H.M.S.Tamar 1949-51

We were told there we were to take passage to Hong Kong irothship Lancashire and
after a night in the Adelphi Hotel in Liverpool, Sylvia, Richard, Naand | went aboard. As my
only other experience of a trooper had been the Duchess of Ya#,ro misgivings but | was due
for a very rude awakening for the Lancashire was filthy and verycomeded with a mixed bag of
army and Navy, with their wives and families. The accommodatiorpeasand the food was of
low-quality, being terribly badly served, on tables covered with Aaercloth. There was little or
no discipline and screaming children ran everywhere. Loudspeakers brayeduoosty, either
with announcements or untuneful
music, and the noise level had to be heard to be believed.

George had been very sad that our theatrical partnership had to be temparsigrsied,
so | thought | would try to do something to cheer him up. There wasak Ilsmnge in the
Lancashire in which children were not allowed and, by a little weilgitavting, | succeeded in
getting this enforced. After bribing the electrician to disconneetdudspeaker, | set myself up in
here with my typewriter. My terrible surroundings prompted merite a musical comedy of which
most the action took place on board a luxury liner during a pleasure cruisdlet it "Dangerous
Waters" and at each port, | sent one act off to George, so that bydhef ¢he journey we had a
complete book.

Hong Kong looked as beautiful as ever as we entered through the LyemuanBas®st
welcoming since it meant release from the Lancashire. Asharasita very different place to that
which | had seen when last here, at the lower levels all trategr-damaged had vanished, but
higher up on the peak there was still a good deal of wreckage. Thisléd the old Commodore’s
bungalow, which had been totally destroyed, so a new house had been provideay lalfthe
peak, at Bowen Road. After three rather hot and uncomfortable days inlarhgtpredecessor
sailed for home and the moved into our house.



| had to wear two "hats" as Commodore in charge and as Commodore Superintendent
looking after the dockyard, but prior to my taking over a neithethe$e duties had been over
demanding. On form it seemed to be most probable that this would betnjop lasthe Navy so it
had been my intention to enjoy it to the full, without exerting myselély, but this attractive
programme soon came unbuttoned.

Shortly before we had arrived in Hong Kong the war in Korea had started up anedhidw
also been the Yangtze incident, leading to the Amethyst beingangatisip river. Almost as soon
as | got into the chair, the full repercussions of these madendelves felt. The Chinese
Communists menaced the colony by massing their troops on the tzwdleat the defence problem
became very real and reinforcements were hurried out. As a tbesultockyard started to work to
capacity and with business brisk, my dreams of a rest cure wentsipake. In spite of this we
enjoyed ourselves more than somewhat and there were some axcitirents thrown in.

The commodore’s Residence, Hong Kong — 5, Bowen Road
The Peak Tramway can be seen on the right

The commander-in-chief was paying one of his periodical visits to Hong Kongitind
Lady Brind was on board his "yacht" HMS Alert. As was their cushem gave a series a dinner
parties, to one of which we were invited. Soon after the guesisassembled the Admiral
disappeared and after a very brief appearance for dinner he deserted us lagassed the word
round the party, that as there was obviously something important "cooking’handdst helpful
thing we could do, would be to take our leave. When the goodbyes were ayndeewAdmiral
rejoined us and told us that as the world would know in the morning, he ceeldigithe advance
news that the Amethyst was breaking out from the Yangtzevitlime to stay on board and we
spent a most thrilling night as the Amethyst reported her progegsby-step, by wireless. Two
days later Amethyst arrived in Hong Kong. | went on board and inviteddmemeanding officer,
Lieutenant Commander Kerens, to come and stay with me in Bowen Road ahddasxpected
this became a very useful place of refuge for him to escapenfsoagdmirers.

One of the highlights of the period in Hong Kong was an official visit madthe
Portuguese colony of Macau:

After two hectic but most pleasant years we were due to move oagaineand this time |
am happy to say there was no nonsense about a hired transport for we were toego boenP &
O, S.S. Corfu. Our last two weeks in the colony werefiteas we had made many good friends
and the all gave farewell parties for us. One happening made us particpianlyd and happy
when Sir Alexander and Lady Grantham invited us to dine privately thédm at Government
House. It is general knowledge that Sir Alex was an outstanding govandoit been a great
privilege to have served as his Naval Adviser.

When the Corfu arrived, bringing my relief, | asked my secre&amymander Fred Stoy, to go on
board and check-up that we had been given a reasonable cabin. | also asketidicoutd see if
we could wangle an odd corner in which we could say goodbye to such friendanteabo board
to see us of. Fred never did things by halves; he obtained the useoaipdete lounge, laid on
champagne, and had also looked into the matter of the cabin. On our arrival oth-thoaas



apparent that having obtained a lounge, Fred was determined to fill sSedined that the entire
colony had come down to see us off. When finally the ship was

under way we were invited up onto the bridge and, as we passed ddvautahe ships manned
and cheered and we were escorted by a flotilla of dockyard drafg firecrackers, while the fire
floats sprayed their jets in "feathers"” in the air. We werisgt about to leave the bridge with the
Royal Air Force staged a fly-past in salute, with everythingttiet could force off the ground. To
say that we were touched and honoured, by this most friendly gesture

from our sister service, is a gross understatement. When finalhaa time to inspect our cabin we
found that Fred had been really busy and we were in the number one suite

Leslie was awarded the C.B.E. (Commander of the BritrsipiEe) decoration for his work
in Hong Kong.

The passage home was uneventful and very dull which did us no lasting/Maem. went
along to the Admiralty | was told to go away and play, but this did not serpnee it as | only had
about six months left to serve unless | was to be promoted.darfos pf leisure was enlivened by a
spirited correspondence with the Admiralty as to why | had traddibme in such state, but finally,
an amicable agreement was reached. | was appointed to a Land Air wadarse and then in
temporary command of the aircraft carrier Implacable. This latter arg for two months, while
her genuine captain was on sick leave, but it was an enjoyable intenhad®ok me to the end of
the year and | expected that to be the end of my time.

When the half-yearly promotions to flag rank were announced the two mostgaptains
to be considered, of whom | was the second, were held over. 8%ia most unusual procedure
and the reason for it did not concern me personally, but | felt thaftated no particular promise
for the future. It had a great advantage that | should remain on fullgrag further six months and
as | wanted something to keep me out of mischief, | applied totalttieal course and this was
approved.

While I'd been at Greenwich the tactical school had been transféwedthe college, to a
wing of the old military Academy at Woolwich and it is here thaad to study. The remainder of
the Academy had been made into a mess to house army officers workiag\&dr Office and the
tactical School shared this accommodation.

While | was at the War College we had the sad news of the death Blajasty King

George VI. As the second senior serving captain in the Royal Naxas an ADC to his Majesty
and as such, | was bidden to walk in the procession of the royal funerfatiday February 15,
1952. Having assembled at the Cenotaph, it seemed a very long way to Raddiogig the slow
march and dressed in a heavy uniform greatcoat. Those in the processiottlsawtlier than the
crowds lining the route, but | was able to make good this deficiengyingr home in time to see
the fine film broadcast by the BBC on television.
July 1952 brought the next list of promotions, but | honestly can sayttimight my chances to be
included were non-existent. The first intimation that nothing is isipleswas a telegram of
congratulations from the King's harbour master at Sheerness and this wasfbligwa telephone
call from a patient at the Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar. Later ia farenoon came the official
confirmation from the Admiralty that | had caught the selectorés e

President Admiralty Interview Board 1952-53

| went along to see the naval secretary and he asked if | woulthltke as the President of
the Admiralty interview board. As its name implies, this board vigess all the candidates who
wish to enter the Royal Navy as officers, grades them amumreends their acceptance or
otherwise. | was surprised that this appointment was offered to me egibogetically and | was
told that it would only be for one year, for | thought then and itilsmy opinion, that this is a
most important job and | had no hesitation in accepting it. Before being tieeappointment, my
name, as is the custom was submitted to the first Sea Lord anctieditably informed that he
remarked "l think we he would be just the chap for the job,wnr't his face frighten the
candidates?" | felt that there was some reason in this and that some arglimild be found.
Shortly this presented itself, as Sylvia gave me a charming Htlénese puppy "to keep me
company". This | felt to be the answer, for any boy seeing a corpulethitrgan (we wore plain
clothes during the interviews), being towed along by a Pekmgsgy could only feel that, however
unprepossessing his exterior, he must have a spark of humanisysaui



The interview board used to sit at Dartmouth, in very pleasant quaatdapted from a
wing of what had been the cadet’s sick quarters and though we ateedyeseparate
from the College, in their kindness we used to enjoy all #meenities, including their sailing boats
on the River Dart. We dealt with two groups of boys, 16 and 18 year-olds smavih "upper
yardmen". These last were young seamen, specially selected adnggt" to be officers. | liked
interviewing these, least of all, but for purely personal reasdremd was failed, | had to send for
him and tell him why, and this was a most difficult, and frequétart rending, operation.

The schoolboys used to come to us in groups of four to ten, dependimgr availability,
and spent two nights and a very full day under our wing. The day wadidnsthe gymnasium
where the boys would be set practical tasks to carry oundattiarge of the
group as a test of initiative and leadership. When this was completegould move up to the
boardroom, where the candidates would hold a debate and each would give a shoe, lctur
which they had a choice of subjects and 10 minutes in which to preparalkhd-inally the
psychologist and then the board had a personal interview with eaatidate

Just before | took over, the interview board, it had fallen fouhefdaily press and this had
resulted in some very bad uninformed articles being published. Thaéit plas that we were a lot
of snobs and that while a public school boy would pass with flying colours, a
grammar-school boy didn't stand a chance. Nothing was further from the \Wetlall agreed that
the boys that had been away from home, either to boarding school, to campsrganised trips,
all tended to show up much better than a lad who'd been "tied to his meihenrsstrings,” apart
from this we could not find a regular pattern. With the idea of scotcthiisgadverse criticism |
asked the Admiralty if | might invite representatives fromhaintational newspapers to come down
a see for themselves how we made our choice. The Admiraltyaviette nervous as to how this
would work, but finally, they gave their permission and invitatiwaee issued and accepted. They
came, they saw, we conquered. Before we started off each dagptiesentatives would come
along to see us and | would have a yarn with them. | would tell thenthégatshould be with us
throughout the entire day, they should see and hear everything and, at tlé prateedings,
would be invited to hear the board summing up and giving its findinggcharge for this | asked
them to give me one assurance and promise that they would never publishganytiich might
embarrass any candidate. They gave this promise and honoured it most faifftfaliyvisits lasted
over a period of three weeks and over and above our normal duties & bhia®f a strain, but it
proved to have been very worthwhile. When the board met at the eddytHeused to ask our
guests would they care to give their opinion on the boys, before we gaueabsumming up and,
on practically every occasion, they were far harsher than we vidr¢he papers published most
favourable articles. They were unanimous that the selection waslgntithout any bias or class
distinction. And after the shouting and tumult had died down, | receiwatyacordial letter of
appreciation from the first Lord of the Admiralty.

While still in Hong Kong | had become very stiff. | consulted thdiaakofficer at the
College and after examination and X-ray, he told me that | had osteo-@rtiriboth hips. This
was most annoying but at this stage nothing more, as it slowed meveowiittle.



Part of Daily Mail Article Thursday October 15 1953

| was on leave in Petersfield when Sylvia and | received ataiion to be present in
Westminster Abbey for the Coronation of her Majesty the Queen.eéeuw to London on the
previous night as we had a very early start and had been lent afititef occasion. We were up at
five in the morning and it was a remarkable sight to see Sylvidrgpblcon and eggs, dressed in
full evening dress and tiara. From where we were sitting in thigeyA we could see nothing of the
actual ceremony, but we had a wonderful view of the coming and goingssadtiteindant music
and colour. As on the previous but not so happy, Royal occasion, wedahome in time to see the
film on television and this seemed even more alive sietiébeen on the fringes of the real thing.



Admiral Superintendent, Devonport Dockyard 1954-57

Once again | consulted the naval secretary and was offered the job as Admiral
Superintendent at Devonport dockyard. Being an Admiral Superintendent isemglb@dy's cup of
tea, so the naval secretary sugared the pill by pointing out tleaapipointment would be for four
years and providing that | held it down, | might expect to be praimdiee-Admiral in due course
and on retirement, receive the rank of full admiral and the customagyd of a knighthood. He
need not have troubled to tempt me as having had experience in Hond Koeg, how interesting
it was being in charge of a Royal Dockyard. Before actually being agobihtvent to see the third
Sea Lord who having had several upsets in his department, asked my assaanceas given
the job, |1 would be prepared to serve the full four years. Thiad most willing to give as | hoped
to remain on the active list as long as anybody would let me.

Admiral Sir Philip Enwright was in charge of the Devonport Dockyard and the
arrangements for taking over from him were most gentlemanly. Wetel@rgiven broad limits, to
arrange a date to our mutual satisfaction. We decided that the end ohMa&4 would be the
suitable moment.Leaving the interview board was not quite such a séaknmht have been, as |
did not leave alone. Naturally | asked my valet, Leading Steward Haupéftwe would come with
me, but shortly before | left, Chief Petty Officer Turneino was in charge of the candidates, told
me that his time with the Board was up and asked if | would considag takn with me as my
coxswain. Turner was a most outstanding character and his handling of the candmlattésuted
considerably to the smooth running of the Board, so | was delightedhigtidéa. Soon after this
the Chief Steward in charge of our mess Chief Petty Officer Ebaane to me with the same story
and a request to come as my Chief Steward and as in his own line, Evahe wgsal of Turner, |
felt that | was in clover. The Chief Cook did not go in for suchti@s but just as | was getting into
my car for my final departure he emerged and said "see you in Devbapdrtid. It was great to
arrive and find so many old friends waiting to receive me.

Devonport Dockyard had been very badly bombed and one thing that had been flattened
was the original Admiral Superintendent’s house. Enwright had beeg lin what originally had
been the Chaplin's house and as a bachelor had found it all that he needé@dyvasitmuch too
small for the entertaining that we would have to carry out. Therenwashance of the original
house being rebuilt, so we had to look around for an alternative. The Capthia dbtkyard lived
in the end house of a terrace that been designed by Vanbrough. Extern&lbutigewas charming,
inside side it left much to be desired. When the captain wasfatueelief, 1 obtained the
Admiralty’s permission to swap houses and to carry out some structteedtadns and a complete
modernisation. The dockyard carried out the work splendidly and weakérdo move into a very
delightful house.

Ever since | had returned from Hong Kong, George and | had been working away at
musical. It was now called "Dancing Waters" and we felt that it a@sut as good as we could
make it, so the problem was to try and find some means of trying iTleitPlymouth Amateur
Operatic And Dramatic Society used to do a musical show each yeagosgeGand | went along
to have a look at them and found them excellent, way above the avermgehafompanies. We
approached them and suggested that they might consider producing "Dancing"Vdateshen
they had read the book and George had played the music, they agreed that tdid®evauyood
thing up.

There was also a thriving theatrical company in the dockyards who chkeudselves the
“The Dockyard Players” and who were led by a Mr. Harvey Cranéhefrtaval stores department.
To date, this company had confined themselves to straight playsya® rather surprised when
Harvey Crane told me that they were very hurt that | had onsidered them
for "Dancing Waters". He asked me to write a show for them and veiting8's support we set to
work. The outcome of our efforts was "King Oggie of Guz" which wagided as a fairy tale of
the West Country. This name was derived from the sailors namdeef@otnish pasty, which is a
“Tiddy Oggie” and their name for Devonport, which is Guz. Harvey €rproduced the show and
collected together a very strong cast. | had written a song for ikddDevon Born" and this in
common with the rest of the show, was not intended to be taken tmaskebut the leading man
Kenneth Casey, a boilermaker from the dockyard, sang it so hdgytihat it had to be rated up
as a serious ballad and afterwards HMS Cambridge the gunnery firing school.eddib@s a
ceremonial march. One scene was supposed to be in the boardroom desenior dockyard



officers were in deliberation and a dockyard Detective John Broaceg@l#ye part of the Admiral
Superintendent; his performance was not only brilliant but also cruel inestieeme. Having
suffered under this, | just gave a hollow laugh, when Harvey Craned aSkewould object to
having my leg pulled. At the dress rehearsal there appeared on the boandadbanvery large oil

painting, which was programmed as a past Admiral Superintendent. It had be&dgdaimone of
the dockyard painters, Desmond Ellis, on a sheet of plywood with ordiaaryand really was an
old master; unmistakable my face, with the uniform of Admiral Byng faéen an old colour print.
It was presented to me after the show and now hangs in my traintoothra entertainment of all
my friends

To produce King Oggie before "Dancing Waters" was something of a gambfetfbad
flopped, it would have provided poor publicity for the coming ativactout it never faltered and
ran for a week to full houses. Not a little of this success wasaltine Royal Marine orchestra who
provided the music.

"Dancing Waters" was played in the Palace Theatre in Plymandhthough this is a very
large theatre, the Plymouth amateurs were up to our expectaiah§illed it to capacity at all
performances. The press including some London papers gave us a very geagh\and we were

full of hope, but the show never got any further.

After having served for the requisite time as a Flag Officeis isual to be made a
Companion of the order of the Bath and in due course this came my waly mmention this
because it led to what was for me a most delightful happening. Owing tlutieg | obtained
permission to attend the last investiture of the season. Due tonhsthe senior recipient and had
to lead the procession. When | made my bow, her Majesty greetaddneld up proceedings for
quite a long time while she spoke of the days at Greenwich and askechyafieell-being. | felt a
most important person.

Leslie was promoted to Vice Admiral in April 1955

The Royal Naval Barracks at Devonport holds a very special dinner eachtyg celebrate
the victory over the Spanish Armada, and after this dinner it isubtom to present a pageant on
the lawn in front of the Wardroom. For several years they had been
performing virtually the same pageant and this was wearing a bit thihesGammodore asked me
if I would write a new one for them. | was keen to do this feers special reason. Many years
before, when | was serving as a two-and-a-half striper in the Gurergol at Devonport, after
dinner, a party of us had got together in the mess. In those days thewgepoalled HMS Vivid
and our talk turned to how little this name meant to anybody.

Somebody suggested that we should be called HMS Drake and thisantdg approved, if
only for the reason that we then should have the excuse to celebrateldNight in the same
manner as Portsmouth Barracks in their capacity as HMS Victory akbiTrafalgar night. With
us after dinner had been the Commodore’s secretary. The follomioigning he told the
Commodore what had been suggested, the Commodore thought this was amtexesllend
reported it to the Admiralty and they were equally impressetdHMS Drake we became.

Following hot on this, the mess committee fixed a night for teedimada dinner and it
was agreed that the Commander-in-Chief and the Lord Mayor of Plymouth shathiel pencipal
guests. By default | found myself charged with organising the pagé®ntir3t armada dinner was
a great success and we were blessed with a lovely evening so after the Lord mayor was
invited play a game of bowls on a floodlit portion of the lawn, epicked up his wood he was
plunged into darkness and an Elizabethan sailor came running down a searchlight bedimatto f
his feet and cry "My Lord, the Armada, the Armada!" this wassitpeal for warning fires to burst
out on all the surrounding hills and for the main stage lights to come on totekaetors posed as
in the well-known picture of Drake on Plymouth Hoe the picture caniéetand, after a short
scene, terminating with Drake “stooping to finish the game" the Stdayeked out and the Lord
Mayor found himself back at his game. | received considerable coragratd for the composition
of the few words that the actors had spoken, but as these Wereatmnost straight from Kingsley's
"Westward Ho" | wondered if | was really entitled to the dreBrom this small beginning the
pageant continued through the years and became increasingly ambitious. To have amityggort
revitalise this with a completely new show, was not to beenhigsd in the event turned out to be
another great success.



We thoroughly enjoyed our life in Devonport and there was only one fig ioimtment that
my arthritis was getting steadily worse. | found all the walking thzad to do in the yard very
trying and climbing round ships was becoming something of an ordeal. | wamuedrto carry
on, both because | was extremely happy and also that | had promised to rufi treairse. We
thought that we were set for least another year, when | received &dilthe blue. This took the
form of a very casual letter from the secretary to the FiratlS®d saying that as | had completed
the necessary time to qualify for the maximum pension as aAdio@al, it was intended to relieve
me and place me on the retired list. The letter added thairtheSéa Lord wished me to know that
this was in no way due to my disability. Subsequently | had confirmatiothibatas substantially
true for the Admiral Superintendent of Portsmouth, Vice AdmirakSlaiad received a similar
letter and it turned
out that the reason for our times being cut short were due to ataisbpoint engineer officers in
our place. For some time it had been difficult to obtain voluntesrsrfgineering and it was hoped
that by providing a greater outlet to flag rank this branch might regain pojyladn November
28th, 1957 | left the dockyard for my terminal leave before beingglan retired list. Unheralded
and unsung but much comforted by the fact that my dockyard folk and mhogeoashore seemed
from the remarks, to be even more hopping wild than | was aremyature relief.

Leslie’s Miniature Medals.
CB; CBE; 1914-18 George V; 1914-18 War; 1939-45 Star; Atlantic Star;
Burma Star with clasp; Italy Star; 1939-45 Defence Medal; Georg¥| 1939-45;
Queen Elizabeth 1l Coronation Medal 29 June 1953.

We had our house in Petersfield waiting for us and there were 101 thieggéd to do, but
regrettably some of these things were beyond my capabilities aghmyisarapidly started to catch
up on me. It seemed that if | did not do something about it, | should cangriteding halt, so |
went to ask the advice of Mr. Osmond Clarke in Harley Strez=saitl immediately that he would
operate. | spent six weeks in King Edward VII Hospital for offieerd then seven months in the
Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar. The result was worth all the nonsédoséfinished up entirely free
from pain although dependent on crutches and a wheelchair; this may sound a Houtlithat
there is a lot more that one can do than one can't and a happy feature i#ratirive a normal
car like any other human being.

Soon after | had escaped from hospital Sylvia and | came to the condlugicour house
“Westmark” with its rather large garden was no longer a paying proparsiand in fact very much
the reverse. Richard was off on his own and practicing as a doaomplete with his wife and
family, and Sylvia, Nannie and | were bouncing around a bit in the space avaidlead a large
barn, which | had partially converted into a house for our gardener,wedelt that this might
have possibilities for us. We put Westmark on the market anddstartggrade the barn and it has
turned out even better than we'd hoped. We sold Westmark just itotemeid bankruptcy. One
major problem of the move was to re-house my model railway. Aispysal was a large cow byre
and this was the first thing to be taken in hand with the result thavé wonderful workshop and
train room and we are comfortably settled in for our retirementh&it is now a GP in
Portsmouth and we are able to see him and our grandchildren Mark and Cathammewehwant
to.

March 7, 1967.



Leslie and Sylvia returned to ‘Westmark’, a large house and mamdehe A272 Rogate
Road, just outside the village of Sheet, north of Petersfitddy had bought the house in 1952
soon after their return from Hong Kong but had only lived there for shaoddse This eventually
proved too much for them to cope with, as Leslie’s health wasidetting and they converted the
barn, which was part of the property, calling the new house ‘Breldsfi They sold off most of
the garden with the main house and moved into Brownfields in about 1®62tilement, he
became Church Warden at St Mary’'s, Sheet, a daughter churtlréete$s, Petersfield where his
father had been warden 50 years before. He was also treals@atherington House a Church of
England Retreat. Unhappily, many of his plans for retirement wgpessible to fulfil due to his
health problems. Apart from his acromegaly, which accounted forohniddfling appearance,
towards the end of his career he started to suffer withegan in his hips. The pain in his hips
proved to be due to osteo-arthritis, but when the operation taceetiie joints was underway, he
was also found to have Paget’'s Disease of the bone, whichintadesoft to accept the prosthesis.
Mr Osmond Clark, a renowned surgeon, had to take the decision tofdimkedfieads of both
Femurs, which left Leslie pain free, but with unstable joints)fined to a wheelchair or short
distances on crutches. A cruel blow for so active a man, éatiiilays remained cheerful, even
through the eight months he spent in Hospital, first at the Edwjard VII and then at Haslar.

He died of bowel cancer on July 28, 1968 at "Brownfields", She&tydfield. His ashes
were interred at St Peter's Church in Petersfield, eherhad been christened.
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