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John Fry (1701 — 1775) an author of Sutton Benger in Wiltshire was married to Mary Storrs
(1702 — 1775). They had six children including William Storrs Fry (1736 — 1808) who was a coffee
importer and lived at Plashet House in Epping Forest. He was married to Elizabeth Lambert (1743
— 1804) and their second son another Joseph Fry married Elizabeth Gurney (1780 — 1845), who
was to become famous as a prison reformer and social worker with the name Elizabeth Fry (Her
picture is currently in 2003 - on the £5 note). The Gurney’s were minor aristocracy from Norfolk
and were ‘gay’ Quakers. They had strict religious principles but dressed in the normal dress of the
day and had a more liberal attitude than the ‘plain’ Quaker Frys. After her marriage, Elizabeth
adopted her husband’s way of life, dressing in plain clothes, using old fashion speech with words
such as ‘you’ replaced by ’thee’ and using numbers for the days of the week and months to avoid
saying the pagan words.

The other son, of more interest to this story, was William’s elder brother Joseph Fry (1728 —
1787). He was an apothecary, the developer of the chocolate bar and the founder of Fry’s
Chocolate. He was educated in the north of England and then taken on as an apprentice by an
eminent medical practitioner Doctor Portsmouth from Basingstoke. Joseph Fry married the boss’s
daughter, Anna Portsmouth (1732 — 1803). They moved to Bristol in 1753, where Joseph took a
small apothecary’s shop. At that time, raw chocolate was a bitter substance used for medicinal
purposes. Joseph experimented with mixing it with sugar to make it more palatable. He then bought
the patent for a machine for making chocolate bars, which were used to make a drink by dissolving
the chocolate in hot water or milk.
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Joseph and Anna had three sons and four daughters. The second son Dr. Edmund Fry (1754 —
1835) trained at Edinburgh and then worked at St George’s Hospital in London. He also owned a
type foundry and printing works. He married Jenny Windover, the daughter of Nicholas Windover




of Stockbridge, Hampshire and they had a son Windover Fry (1797 — 1835). Jenny died when little
Windover was only aged 8 and family legend has it that he then went to live with his “aunt”
Elizabeth Fry (she was actually a first cousin, once removed). Despite her reforming zeal she was
apparently a poor parent; according to her personal diaries, addicted to alcohol and ‘laudanum’
(an opium derivative) and her own children rebelled against her strict Quaker views. Windover was
sent at the age of 14 to work in a bank, presumably Fry’s bank, which failed in 1828; he also
worked in his father’s type foundry.
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Windover Edmund Fry and Sarah Brownfield (Philip Howells collection)
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MISS IRENE RYLAND R.B.A., R.O.1
Miss Irene Ryland, who died on Sunday after a long illness, was one of the most regular and
most reliable exhibitors at the Royal Society of British Artists, of which she was elected a
member in 1924.
The daughter of a solicitor, she was educated at Queen’s College, Harley Street, and in Brussels,
and studied painting at the Grosvenor Road Life School under Walter Donne, and the London
School of Art under Sir William Nicholson. She exhibited at the Royal Academy and the New
English Art Club as well as with the societies to which she belonged, but her first loyalty was the
R.B.A., where she was almost unfailingly represented by landscapes and still life paintings.
It is not easy to suggest the general character of her work except by saying that it was
eminently sensible, using the word “sensible” in its colloquial meaning rather than as
indicating a high degree of aesthetic sensibility, though it was far from unfeeling. If she
seldom thrilled, she never let one down. Undoubtedly she had learnt a good deal from Sir
William Nicholson, and she had something of his power of arranging objects in a satisfying
composition that yet had no special magic of its own, though, particularly in flower
paintings, her colour was charming. She was also a member of the Society of Women Artists
and of the Royal Institute of Oil Painters.
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RYLAND : MOORE On May 17, 1916 at The Hirsel Chapel, Coldstream, NB by the father of
the bride, Captain Archer Ryland F.R.C.S. Ed., RA.M.C., second son of Henry Woodcock
Ryland Esquire and Mrs Ryland, 43 Holland Park, London W, to Gladys Mary, only daughter
of Mrs C A Moore and the Rev C A Moore, M.A., B.C.C. (Oxon), Chaplin of All Saints’
England Church, Dresden, Germany, Rural Dean and Acting Domestic Chaplin to the Rt. Hon.
The Earl of Home, K.T., The Hirsel, Berwickshire, NB. Present address 27 Queens Court,
Queensway, Hyde Park, W.2.
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From Rosanne Hawarden, Christchurch, New Zealand, great granddaughter of Nellie Fry
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