
 1 

Sarah Brownfield 

6. IX. SARAH BROWNFIELD was born on 6th March 1834 at Ballast Quay and 
christened on April 4, 1834, at St. Alphege’s Church.1  She married WINDOVER EDMUND FRY 
at Holy Trinity Church, Milton by Gravesend on June 7, 1855.2 Windover was an accountant from 
Camberwell. Richard Joynes conducted the service and William, Charlotte and Emily Brownfield 
were the witnesses.  

The FRY family 

From the work of Philip Howells “Phil’s Family History Book No. 2” it appears that there were 
some interesting connections in this family and also that after her marriage Sarah and her family 
remained close to Samuel, her next younger brother and his family: 

John Fry (1701 – 1775) an author of Sutton Benger in Wiltshire was married to Mary Storrs 

(1702 – 1775). They had six children including William Storrs Fry (1736 – 1808) who was a coffee 

importer and lived at Plashet House in Epping Forest. He was married to Elizabeth Lambert (1743 

– 1804) and their second son another Joseph Fry married Elizabeth Gurney (1780 – 1845), who 

was to become famous as a prison reformer and social worker with the name Elizabeth Fry (Her 

picture is currently in 2003 - on the £5 note). The Gurney’s were minor aristocracy from Norfolk 

and were ‘gay’ Quakers. They had strict religious principles but dressed in the normal dress of the 

day and had a more liberal attitude than the ‘plain’ Quaker Frys. After her marriage, Elizabeth 

adopted her husband’s way of life, dressing in plain clothes, using old fashion speech with words 

such as ‘you’ replaced by ’thee’ and using numbers for the days of the week and months to avoid 

saying the pagan words.  

The other son, of more interest to this story, was William’s elder brother Joseph Fry (1728 – 

1787). He was an apothecary, the developer of the chocolate bar and the founder of Fry’s 

Chocolate. He was educated in the north of England and then taken on as an apprentice by an 

eminent medical practitioner Doctor Portsmouth from Basingstoke. Joseph Fry married the boss’s 

daughter, Anna Portsmouth (1732 – 1803). They moved to Bristol in 1753, where Joseph took a 

small apothecary’s shop. At that time, raw chocolate was a bitter substance used for medicinal 

purposes. Joseph experimented with mixing it with sugar to make it more palatable. He then bought 

the patent for a machine for making chocolate bars, which were used to make a drink by dissolving 

the chocolate in hot water or milk. 

 

 
  

Joseph and Anna had three sons and four daughters. The second son Dr. Edmund Fry (1754 – 

1835) trained at Edinburgh and then worked at St George’s Hospital in London. He also owned a 

type foundry and printing works. He married Jenny Windover, the daughter of Nicholas Windover 
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of Stockbridge, Hampshire and they had a son Windover Fry (1797 – 1835). Jenny died when little 

Windover was only aged 8 and family legend has it that he then went to live with his “aunt” 

Elizabeth Fry (she was actually a first cousin, once removed). Despite her reforming zeal she was 

apparently a poor parent; according to her personal diaries, addicted to alcohol and ‘laudanum’ 

(an opium derivative) and her own children rebelled against her strict Quaker views. Windover was 

sent at the age of 14 to work in a bank, presumably Fry’s bank, which failed in 1828;  he also 

worked in his father’s type foundry.  

Windover Fry married twice; following the death of his first wife, he married Sophia Lee at 
St Mary’s Church, Walthamstow on April 13, 1822 and in 1823 Windover Edmund Fry was born.3 

 

In 1861 at the time of the census the Sarah and Windover Edmund were living at Butlers 
Terrace, 4 Ossery Road Camberwell. Windover is recorded as “Head clerk of Ship owner” aged 38 
and his birthplace as “London City”. Also in the house were Sarah aged 27, Ernest J. aged 5, Sarah 
L. aged 3, Mary E. aged 2 and Charlotte A. aged 0.4 

 

 
 

Windover Edmund Fry and Sarah Brownfield  (Philip Howells collection) 
 

In November 1862, Windover Edmund Fry was one of the executors of William’s will and 
his address was given as 4 Clements Lane in the City of London. He was described as a gentleman.5 

By October 1878 when he obtained probate as executor to Mary Ann Brownfield, his 
mother in law, they were living at 32 Weighton Road, South Penge Park in Surrey and he was 
recorded as a merchant.6  

In the 1881 census, Windover and Sarah were living in Woodstock Lodge, Penge with Mary 
and Ellen. Ernest and Ada were visitors at Colville House, Castle Bar Road, Ealing, with an 
upholsterer and his family, Edward Davis.7 In this census Ernest’s occupation is given as ‘merchant 
clerk East India Company’ and his Father’s as ‘East India Merchant’.8 

By 1901 Sarah had died and the widower Windover was staying with his daughter Charlotte 
Ada Sturgeon (aged 40) and her family at 9 Rosenthal Road, Lewisham.9   

Windover Edmund Fry died on April 18, 1902. His address was given as 92 York Mansions,  
Battersea Park, Surrey when probate was granted to his son Ernest John Fry on 6th May. He left 
£401 13s 2d. 
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Sarah Brownfield and Windover Edmund Fry had a boy and four girls. 

(i) ERNEST JOHN FRY, who was born in 1856 at Camberwell.10 He married Lilla 
Mary Chandler in 1899 in Paddington, London.11 Lilla had been born in 1862 in Hackney.12 In 
1901, aged 45,  they were living at 33 Barkstone Gardens, Kensington with 4 servants; a butler, a 
cook, a parlour maid and a housemaid. No children were recorded in the census. His occupation 
was recorded as a Colonial Merchant.13. In February 1902, he was godfather to Leslie Brownfield. 
Ernest was living at Bramham Gardens in Earl’s Court when he died in 1928 and left an estate of 
₤13,310.14 

(ii). SARAH LOUISE FRY, who was born in Camberwell in about 185715. She married 
Henry Woodcock Ryland in 1878 in Croydon, Surrey.16 Henry had been born in 1853 in Stamford 
Street, Lambeth.17. He was a solicitor in a partnership Woodcock, Ryland and Parker of 15 
Bloomsbury Square. The ‘Parker’ was Sir George Parker the son of Charlotte Brownfield. In 1881 
Henry Ryland, aged 28 and already a solicitor was living with his wife Sarah (aged 23, whose 
birthplace was given as the Old Kent Road) at Minden Road, Penge,18 with their son Herbert 
Montague and daughter “I E”, registered at birth as Edith Irene, also a cook and nurse were in their 
employ.19 Samuel used George Parker at Woodcock, Ryland and Parker when he wrote his will in 
1909 but Sarah Louise was not included with her three younger sisters who each received £50 in the 
will. Henry Woodcock Ryland died at 43 Holland Park on 19 October 1939.20 Sarah “Louisa” died 
in her sleep, after a long illness at Holland Park on 30 January 1942.21 

 
Henry Montagu Ryland, the eldest child of Henry Woodcock Ryland and Sarah Louisa Fry, was 
born in 1879 in Croydon, Surrey.22 He was living with his parents in 1901, and the census states he 
was an articled law clerk to a solicitor. He married Sylvia Margery Sheild in 1908 at Kensington, 
Surrey.23 They had a son Henry P F born in 1911 and registered at St George, Hanover Square, 
London,24 and a daughter June. Henry married for a second time on 2 January 1945 to Francesca 
Helena Daniel-Tyssen, widow of Geoffrey Amherst Daniel-Tyssen.25 

 

Edith “Irene” Ryland, the second child of Henry Woodcock Ryland and Sarah Louisa Fry, was 
born in 1880 at Croydon, Surrey.26 In The Times on 24 February 1911, there was announcement of 
her engagement to Spencer Vaughan Percy Weston.27 A record of a marriage has not been found. 
Irene was an artist, and reviews of her exhibits were published in The Times during the period from 
1911 to 1948.28 Irene died on 11 March 1951 and had a private funeral on the 14 March 1951.29  
 
Her obituary in The Times on 13 March 195130

 read:- 
                        MISS IRENE RYLAND R.B.A., R.O.I. 

Miss Irene Ryland, who died on Sunday after a long illness, was one of the most regular and 

most reliable exhibitors at the Royal Society of British Artists, of which she was elected a 

member in 1924. 

The daughter of a solicitor, she was educated at Queen’s College, Harley Street, and in Brussels, 

and studied painting at the Grosvenor Road Life School under Walter Donne, and the London 

School of Art under Sir William Nicholson. She exhibited at the Royal Academy and the New 

English Art Club as well as with the societies to which she belonged, but her first loyalty was the 

R.B.A., where she was almost unfailingly represented by landscapes and still life paintings. 

It is not easy to suggest the general character of her work except by saying that it was 

eminently sensible, using the word “sensible” in its colloquial meaning rather than as 

indicating a high degree of aesthetic sensibility, though it was far from unfeeling. If she 

seldom thrilled, she never let one down. Undoubtedly she had learnt a good deal from Sir 

William Nicholson, and she had something of his power of arranging objects in a satisfying 

composition that yet had no special magic of its own, though, particularly in flower 

paintings, her colour was charming. She was also a member of the Society of Women Artists 

and of the Royal Institute of Oil Painters. 



 4 

 

Archer Ryland, the third child of Henry Woodcock Ryland and Sarah Louisa Fry, was born in 
1882 at Croydon, Surrey.31 In 1901 he was living with his parents and siblings at Kensington, 
London,32 and his occupation was listed as a medical student. On 17 May 1916 at The Hirsel 
Chapel, Coldstream, NB, he married Gladys Mary Moore. Gladys was the daughter of the Rev C A 
Moore, Domestic Chaplin to the Rt. Hon. The Earl of Home, K.T. and Mrs C A Moore of The 
Hirsel, Coldstream, NB. A notice in The Times on 17 May 194133 read:- 
 
SILVER WEDDING 

RYLAND :  MOORE On May 17, 1916 at The Hirsel Chapel, Coldstream, NB by the father of 

the bride, Captain Archer Ryland F.R.C.S. Ed., R.A.M.C., second son of Henry Woodcock 

Ryland Esquire and Mrs Ryland, 43 Holland Park, London W, to Gladys Mary, only daughter 

of Mrs C A Moore and the Rev C A Moore, M.A., B.C.C. (Oxon), Chaplin of All Saints’ 

England Church, Dresden, Germany, Rural Dean and Acting Domestic Chaplin to the Rt. Hon. 

The Earl of Home, K.T., The Hirsel, Berwickshire, NB. Present address 27 Queens Court, 

Queensway, Hyde Park, W.2. 

 
Gladys Mary Ryland R.R.C. died at a Nursing Home on 27 August 1961.34 A notice in The 

London Gazette states Archer Ryland of 61 Porchester Gate, London W2, and formerly of “Willow 
Hedge” Bourne End, Buckinghamshire, surgeon (retired), died on 10 June 1963.35  

 
Richard Archer Ryland, the child of Archer Ryland and Gladys Mary Moore, married Sheila 
Elizabeth Campbell on 17 September 1943 at the Presbyterian Church, Cardiff, Wales. A notice in 
The Times on 20 September 194336 stated he was the only son of Mr Archer Ryland F.R.C.S. (Ed) 
and Mrs. Ryland of 27 Queens’ Court, London W2, and Sheila Elizabeth Campbell W.R.N.S. who 
was the eldest daughter of Dr and Mrs F W Campbell, West Orchard, Llandaff, Cardiff. Richard 
and Sheila had a son Henry Archer. 
 
Lorence Ryland, the fourth child of Henry Woodcock Ryland and Sarah Louisa Fry, was born in 
1883 at Croydon, Surrey.37 He married Maud Vernon on 8 October 191038 at the Parish Church, 
High Wycombe. The marriage announcement states Maud was the younger daughter of Arthur 
Vernon, J.P., C.A. of Borshams, High Wycombe.39 Lorence and Maud had a daughter Elizabeth M 
in 1911.40 
 

(iii). MARY EDITH FRY was born about 1859 in Camberwell, Surrey.41 She married 
William Quartermaine on the 24 July 188442 at St Michael’s and All Angels Church in Lower 
Sydenham. William was the son of the late Thomas Quartermaine of Blackheath. They went to 
Australia.  

 
(iv). CHARLOTTE ADA FRY, the fourth child of Windover 

Edmund Fry and Sarah Brownfield, was born in 1861 at Camberwell, 
Surrey.43 She married Thomas John Sturgeon in 1894 at Lewisham, 
Kent.44 Thomas was born in 1860 at South Ashdon, Essex.45 The 1901 
census states Thomas (metal firm representative) and Charlotte were 
living at 9 Rosenthal Road, Lewisham with her widowed father 
Windover Fry.46 

 

Charlotte Ada FRY 

          (Philip Howells Collection) 
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 From Rosanne Hawarden, Christchurch, New Zealand, great granddaughter of Nellie Fry. 
 

(v) ELLEN MAUD “Nellie” FRY, the fifth child of Windover Edmund Fry and Sarah 
Brownfield, was born in 1864 in Hackney.47 She married William Prockter Neall, on 26 November 
1885 at St Michael’s and All Angels Church, Lower Sydenham, Kent.48 William had been born on 
22 May 1852 at Camberwell, Surrey and baptised on 18 June 1852 at St George’s Church, 
Camberwell, Surrey.49 He was the son of William L and Marianne Neall.50 William was member of 
the Guild of Leathersellers.  

The 1891 census states William and Ellen were living at 41 Oakfield Road, Croydon, 
Surrey, with their children Ida and Elsie, a nurse, cook and housemaid. William’s occupation was 
shown as Stock Broker (authorized clerk).51 In 1901 they were living at 23 Wrightson Road, Penge, 
Kent52 with their children Ida, Elsie and Kenneth. William’s cousin Frederick  

 
Neall and three domestic servants were also at the residence. Ellen Maud died on 13 July 192053 at 
208 Devonshire Road, Forest Hill, S.E., in her 56th year.  

William died suddenly at a nursing home on  January 1929.54
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ellen “Nellie” Maud Fry            
1864 - 1920     

(Philip Howells Collection) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ellen “Nellie” Maud Fry and William Prockter Neal had four children.  
 
The first Claude was born in 1886 but died in 1888. 
 
Ida Prockter Neall was the second child of Ellen Maud Fry and William Prockter Neall. She was 
born on 11 December 1887 at "Glaslyn", 41 Oakfield Rd, Croydon, Surrey. She married Harry 
Nixon on 31 July 1915 in St Michaels, Cornhill, London.  He was born 4 July 1876 in Holborn St, 
Middlesex and died 17 September 1942 from a stroke at 40 Thorpwood Ave, Lewisham, London. 
He was the proprietor of an Electroplating Company. Ida died in 1959 in Falmouth Hospital, 
Cornwall, from breast cancer. 
 
Anne Maud Nixon the daughter of Ida Prockter and Harry Nixon, was born on 14 June 1920 at 48 
Overhill Road, Dulwich. She married Jack Bridger Chalker on 8 April 1941 at the Holy Trinity 
Church, Sydenham, Lewisham. Jack was born on 10 October 1918.  He is a well known artist 
particularly for graphic drawings from his time as a prisoner in Burma during WW II. They were 
divorced and Anne Nixon then married George Joseph “Philip” Howells on 25 August 1959 in 
Falmouth, Cornwall. He was born 8 January 1922 in West Hanningfield, Essex.  Phil was an art 
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teacher and is now retired.  He has compiled an extensive family history. Anne died 24 September 
1978 in Helston, Cornwall, from breast cancer. 
 
Guy Bridger Chalker-Howells was born 30 December 1951 at 21 High St, Falmouth, Cornwall the 
son of Anne Maud and Jack Bridger Chalker. Guy changed his name by deed poll.  He married and 
divorced Angela Bax.  His partner is Alison Tinney.  
 
Rebecca Howells the daughter of Anne Maud and George Joseph “Philip” Howells was born on 8 
April 1961 at Peswera, Gwealfolds, Helston, Cornwall.  She married Colin Pascoe on 10 April 1982 
in Trewennack, Helston, Cornwall.   He was born 21 May 1957 in Beverley, Yorkshire.  They 
currently live at 14 Raglan Terrace, Fairfield Park, Bath. They have two children, Huw Pascoe who 
was born on 10 November 1988 in Bath, and Malcolm Pascoe, who was born on 10 October 1991 
in Bath. 
   
Murray Nixon the son of Ida Prockter and Harry Nixon married Thelma and had two sons. Andrew 
is headmaster of Fortsmere Comprehensive School in London and is married to Rosemary.  Andrew 
and Rosemary have three children, Rosemary, Thomas and Tessa. Their second son Paul is married 
to Jean, and they own a Garden Centre.  They have a baby daughter.  
 
Elsie Prockter Neall  the fourth child of Ellen Maud Fry and William Prockter Neall was born on 
23 April 1889 at “Glaslyn”, 14 Oakfield Road, Croydon, Surrey.  She married John Simpson, an 
American.  They had no children.  Elsie died circa 1973 in Quidenham, Norfolk.  
 

 
 
Kenneth Prockter Neall was the fourth child of Ellen Maud Fry and Willam Prockter Neall. He 
was born 5 April 1893 at Anerley, Surrey. He married Madeleine Beatrice Hunt (Paddy) on 12 
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February 1923 in St Chad Ladybarne Lancaster.  She was born on 2 March 1898 at 17 Moyne Road, 
Rathmines, Dublin, Ireland, and died 19 June 1979 in Durban, South Africa.   According to his 
daughter, Barbara Acutt, Kenneth was an exquisite skater, had a good voice, often performing 
music hall songs. He was a keen cricketer and tennis player.  Due to financial difficulty, Kenneth 
left school at 13 and started work as a tea boy.  He and his new wife later emigrated to Bulawayo, 
Southern Rhodesia and then to Johannesburg, South Africa.  Kenneth became Managing Director of 
the Ocean and  Accident Insurance Company.  They lived at Sonning, Melrose, Johannesburg and 
retired to Pietermaritzburg. He died 19 July 1967 in Granton Mews, Pietermaritzburg, Republic of 
South Africa. 
 
Peter John Prockter Neall was born on 10 October 1926 in Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia, now 
Zimbabwe and died from cirrhosis of the liver on 13 December 1983, in Johannesburg, South 
Africa.  He was a lawyer and businessman.  He married Barbara Muriel Stephenson on 3 February 
1951 in St Georges Church, Parktown, Johannesburg.  She was born 20 July 1929 in Carberry, 12 
Cotswold Drive, Saxonwold, in Johannesburg and she now resides in Parkhurst, Johannesburg. 
 
Rosanne Jane Neall was born 26 March 1953 in the Frangwyn Nursing Home, Hilbrow, 
Johannesburg.  She married Michael Wyndham Hawarden on 27 November 1981 at the Randburg 
Magistrates Court.  He was born 27 November 1937 in Johannesburg.  Rosanne is Michael’s second 
wife and he has three children from his first marriage to Judith Backwell.  Rosanne and Michael 
emigrated with their two children to Christchurch, New Zealand in March, 1996 and live at 17 Jane 
Deans Close, Riccarton, Christchurch.   Rosanne is a software consultant and company director. 
Rosanne Neall and Michael Hawarden have two children, Bryan Michael Hawarden born on 28 
February 1982 at the Sandton Clinic, Sandton, South Africa and Robyn Lucy Hawarden, born on 5 
June 1984 also at the Sandton Clinic. Bryan has a BSc. in Genetics and is applying for medical 
school.  Robyn is completing a B.Com degree. 
 
Andrew Kenneth Prockter Neall was born on 23 July 1954 in the Frangwyn Nursing Home, 
Hilbrow, Johannesburg.    He married Lynn Whiley on 8 August 1987 in the Mount Grace Chapel 
Magaliesberg South Africa.  She was born on 11 April 1949 in Cape Town.   Andy and Lynn have 
three children, Tyson Charles Neall (Previously Meyer) born on 31 August 1977 in Cape Town.   
Tyson is married to Tina. Keegan Sharl Neall (previously Meyer) born on 15 April 1981 also in 
Cape Town and Tia Leigh Neall, born on 9 March 1989.  Andrew, Lynn and Tia are currently living 
in Hong Kong where Andy is vice-president of the Hong Kong branch of a Canadian moving 
company. 
    
Clare Louise Neall was born on 27 November 1957 at the Marymount Nursing Home, Kensington, 
Johannesburg. Clare now resides in Marlow, UK and is an Event Organiser for a large American 
computer company. 
 
Brenda Elizabeth Neall was born on 19 March 1960 at the Marymount Nursing Home, Kensington, 
Johannesburg.  Brenda is the editor of a food magazine, in Cape Town South Africa. She is a keen 
golfer.   
 
Barbara Milnes Neall was born on 18 February 1932 in 133 Jan Smuts Ave, Parkwood, 
Johannesburg, South Africa.   She married (1) Edward Lockett Foden on 24 September 1953.  He 
was born 10 August 1924 in Cheshire and died on 16 September 1992 also in Cheshire.  Barbara 
married (2) Michael John Acutt on 4 April 1968 in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.   He was born 
15 May 1921 in Durban and died on 12 September 1999 in Lions River, Natal Midlands, South 
Africa.   
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Wendy Margaret Foden was born on 9 December 1955 in Greys Hospital, Pietermaritzburg, South 
Africa.  Her second husband is Shaun Randolf Sloley who was born on 15 August 1953 in 
Johannesburg.   They have two children, Chad Sloley, born 18 April 1984 in the Park Lane Clinic in 
Johannesburg and Kelly Sloley, born on 8 January 1988 also at the Park Lane Clinic.  In addition 
Nancy has been raised as part of their family from babyhood.     
Richard Anthony Lockett Foden was born on 30 September 1958 in Grey’s Hospital, 
Pietermaritzburg.   He married Nicola in August 1998 in the Comoros Islands. They live in Zambia. 
 
Mark John (Tigger) Foden was born on 24 May 1962 in Grey’s Hospital, Pietermaritzburg. He 
married and divorced Nicky Wesselo on 29 August 1992. She was born on 21 September 1967. He 
later married Vivienne Clark. They live in Lusaka, Zambia.  
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