
Sylvia and The Dores 

SAMUEL LAMMAS DORE was a metal merchant, who had been born in 
1845 in Clerkenwell1. In 1870 in Islington,2 he married SARAH ANDREWS, who 
had also been born in 1845. They had three sons John Andrews Lammas in 1871, 
Samuel Ernest in 1872 and Sidney Ernest in 1873. He married again in 1878 in 
Hackney, to Jane Paxon Brunsden Gregory3 and they had 6 further children. In 1881 
they were living in Avenue Road, Rothbury, near Hornsey with 4 servants.4 John and 
Samuel Ernest had been sent away to Osbourne House a boarding school in Margate.5  
Samuel was a JP and in 1910 was adopted as the Liberal candidate for Hampstead6. 
He died at the age of 74 in 1919 when they were living at Pinner Hill in Pinner, 
leaving a gross estate of £205,7317. Jane lived until June 7, 1941 when she died aged 
888��

   
On September 8th 1896 JOHN ANDREWS 
LAMMAS DORE married LAURA 
WINIFRED BOOTHROYD9. Laura was a fine 
musician being both a concert pianist and a 
conductor. They had two children, both girls, 
Phyllis Winifred born in Edmonton in the 
second quarter of  1898 and Sylvia Kathleen 
born July 15, 1904 at The White House, 
Totteridge Lane, near South Mimms, Barnet, 
North London.10 
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 Laura died on October 2, 194312 at the age of 68 and John died on August 28, 
194613 while living at 58 Circus Road, St. John's Wood in London. He is buried in 
Hampstead Cemetery. 
 

 
John and Laura Dore 

The White House 



Phyllis married a naval engineer officer Arthur 
Eyre Smythe (Peter) Seccombe. He retired with the rank 
of Engineer Commander. Peter died about 1947 from the 
effects of chlorine gas poisoning which he had suffered 
when serving in submarines during the 1939 - 1945 war. 
Phyllis and Peter had one son David, who like his 
grandmother was also a very good musician, playing the 
piano and 'cello. He performed one solo concert at the 
Wigmore Hall but was mentally unstable and by his mid 
thirties had become a long stay patient in a psychiatric 

hospital. He died from pneumonia at the age of about 45. 
After the war, Phyllis bought a Country Club Hotel called Shuthonger Manor 

just outside Tewkesbury in Gloucestershire, which she ran for many years with two 
female companions, Marjorie Gibbon and Kate Dewar. 

 

 
  

Sylvia was also musical and had a strong singing 
voice. After leaving school she joined Mr Cochran’s 
“Young ladies” and was for a while in the chorus of “The 
Maid of the Mountain” in the West End.  

At the age of 24, Sylvia went to visit her sister 
Phyllis, who was then living with her husband in Malta. 
One evening they took a box at the Carnival Ball being 
held at the Opera House. The party was in fancy dress 
and Sylvia was dressed as a blue columbine. During the 
evening, the party was joined by three naval officers 
dressed in Nelsonian outfits and enacting the part of 
drunken sailors, rather too realistically.
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 One of the 

“sailors” was Leslie Brownfield who was to become her 
husband, to whom she was married for forty years.  

 

Sylvia aged about five with her 
Grandmother Fanny Box, her sister Phyllis 

and their Mother. 



 
 

Back row: Peter Seccombe, Phyllis Seccombe,  
Lieut-Commander Elison (best man), not known, not known. 

Seated: Laura Dore, Leslie, Sylvia, John Dore. 
 

The wedding took place on August 27, 1929 in Holy Trinity Church, 
Sliema, Malta..
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In 1933 their first son John Michael was born and in 1935 Leslie having 
been seconded to the Australian Navy, on May 25 the family left for Australia, 
on board the S.S.Orsova an elderly coal burning ship. 

Leslie served aboard H.M.A.S. Canberra the Australian Navy flagship, but 
much of the time was spent “showing the flag” so Sylvia was able to meet the ship in 
port. On one occasion this entailed her driving their elderly Model A Ford from 
Sydney to Brisbane, a distance of about 500 miles over largely dirt roads, 
accompanied by three other naval wives.
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Sadly John died in June 1937, after a long illness, just before they left for England 
Following her return to London, in 1938, when she was living in a flat at 71 

Biddulph Mansions, Elgin Avenue, Maida Vale, near her parent's house in St John's 
Wood, their second son Richard, was born.17 The outbreak of the Second World War 
in 1939 found the family in Singapore and Sylvia who was an excellent typist, went to 
work in the Naval Control Service. When she moved to Capetown, she joined the 
Naval Intelligence Centre and was involved in secret intelligence work for the rest of 
the war at first in Capetown, then for a brief two month visit to Freetown in 1943 and 
finally in Alexandria in the following year.18  

 



Sylvia was an excellent hostess and supported 
her husband by managing the social side of his 
appointments, notably at Greenwich in 1947 when 
Prince Philip was attending the Royal Naval College 
at Greenwich, shortly after his marriage to the then 
Princess Elizabeth, and also in Hong Kong when 
entertaining was part of the job. During the two and a 
half years they were there, Sylvia claimed that they 
had nearly seven thousand people to the house and 
that she could put a name to about four thousand of 
these. 
 

When Leslie retired in 1957, his health was 
already deteriorating and Sylvia’s time was taken up 
looking after him. When he died in 1968, she sold the 
barn conversion, which they had carried out at 
Westmark and had called “Brownfields”. She bought a 
large ground floor flat in Spain House in Petersfield. 
She became very active with age concern and was 
instrumental in opening a sheltered house for 7 elderly 
residents in Petersfield, which was named ‘Brownfield 
House’ in her honour. 

 
Sylvia died of a heart attack on September 18, 

1976 in St Mary's Hospital, Portsmouth.
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