
THE MUNYARDS 

The Munyards were a large family and a branch living in Greenwich and Kent 
became closely linked to The Brownfield family in the early 1800’s when three 
Brownfield brothers married three Munyards. Even after the Brownfield families had 
left Greenwich for Gravesend at the end of the 1840’s they kept in touch with the 
Munyards, particularly in Meopham and Ash. This is not surprising given that Mary 
Ann Brownfield had been born Mary Ann Munyard. The history of the Munyard 
family has been extensively recorded in two books “Meet the Munyards Volumes 1 
and 2” published privately (there is a copy of vol. 1 in The Greenwich Local History 
Library). The book was compiled and edited by Rhonda McKinnon in South Western 
Australia and Irene Absolom in New Zealand. 

WILLIAM MUNYARD married REBECKAH HUMPHRIES in 1725 at St 
Antholin’s Church in Budge Row, London, on May 13th. 1  

William MUNYARD and Rebeckah appear to have had three sons, although it 
is likely that there were more children given the size of families at that time. William 
remarried a widow, MARY LUDBEY (or LUBLEY) on April 17, 1743. 

The three sons who have been identified as probably related are: 
2 

(1) DANIEL MUNYARD a shoemaker, who married PHILLIS ROSS in 
St Mildred’s Church, Poultry on April 17, 1756. Phillis was buried at St Giles, 
Camberwell on February 28, 1801. Daniel was recorded as a bootmaker in Greenwich 
in “The Universal Directory of Great Britain 1791” Volume III. He was the only 
Munyard mentioned. 

(2) JAMES MUNYARD married to Sarah.  
(3) The interest for the Brownfield story however, comes from the 

children of WILLIAM MUNYARD who married ANN ROBINS in St Giles, 
Camberwell, on March 19, 1759. The witnesses at the wedding were Daniel Munyard, 
his brother and Mary Munyard, probably his stepmother. William had been born in 
1735 and Ann was born in London in 1738;3 her parents were Absalom ROBINS and 
Elizabeth.  William was a shoemaker and lived “near the bridge” at Deptford.4 He was 
buried at St Giles, Camberwell, on January 16, 1803.4 

 

 
(Lewisham Local Studies Library) 

View from Deptford Bridge in 1840 
William and Ann Munyard 

 



William and Ann had ten children: 
(i). WILLIAM MUNYARD, who was christened at St Giles Camberwell, 

on January 16, 1760 and buried, aged just eighteen months, on July 26, 1761 at St 
Giles.5 

(ii). WILLIAM MUNYARD, who was christened at St Giles, Camberwell 
on October 21, 1761. He married SARAH STONER in St Anne’s, Soho on November 
20, 1797. They have a number of descendents, some of whom who now live in 
Australia and have been involved in the preparation of ‘Meet the Munyards’. Sarah 
was born in 1771 and died on March 6, 1836.  William was buried at St Paul’s, 
Deptford on July 27, 1831.5 

(iii). ANNA MARIA MUNYARD who was christened at St Giles, 
Camberwell on October 2, 1763.5 

(iv). JAMES PRESTON MUNYARD who was christened at St Giles, 
Camberwell on August 11, 1765 and buried on May 10, 1766.5 

(v). JAMES MUNYARD who was christened at St Giles Camberwell, on 
June 14, 1767. 5 

(vi). DANIEL MUNYARD who was christened at St Giles, Camberwell on 
August 4, 1769 He married SARAH STRICKLAND in St Alphege’s, Greenwich on 
February 21, 1790. Sarah had been christened at St Paul’s Deptford in May 1770. 
They are the ancestors of Betty Johnson in Australia. Daniel died on July 16, 1800. 5 

(vii). JOHN MUNYARD who was christened at St Giles, Camberwell on 
January 12, 1772. 5 

(viii). MATHEW MUNYARD  who was born in about 1774. Mathew 
Munyard married JANE (JENNY) BAYLEY at St. Paul’s, Deptford on March 10, 
1799; James and Eliza Bayley were the witnesses. 6 Jenny had been born in 
Rotherhithe, the adjoining parish in about 1776.7 Mathew died on March 24, 1826, 
and was buried in Greenwich Churchyard at St Alphege’s on April 2; 8 but Jenny was 
still living in Greenwich in 1851, at the age of 75, with her son Alfred Henry and his 
family9. She died in Greenwich on December 3, 1853.10 

The wife of Mathew Munyard is recorded as both Jane and Jenny in the St Alphege’s 
Parish Register (copies at GLHL). She had a daughter called Jane, which suggests that 
she had been baptized as Jane, but she was probably known as Jenny. 
 
Mathew and Jenny had ten children: 

(i). GEORGE MUNYARD who was born on January 28, 1800 in 
Greenwich and christened on February 16, 1800 at St Alphege’s. On February 8, 
1818, he married ELIZABETH ANN HALL at St Dunstan’s, Stepney. In 1871, 
George Munyard was living in St Vincent Township, Grey County, Ontario, Canada. 
The census records him as a widower, farmer, and a Baptist of English origin.11 
George and Elizabeth had twelve children. 
  (ii) . JANE MUNYARD  who was born on October 11, 1801 in Greenwich 
and was christened at St Alphege’s on January 28, 1801.12 She married James 
Brownfield on November 26, 1821 at St. Alphege’s.

13 (See Chapter, James 
Brownfield)  

(iii).  THOMAS MUNYARD who was born on December 24, 1803 in 
Greenwich. Thomas was christened on January 15, 1804 at St Alphege’s but died in 
November the same year.15 

(iv). MARY (ANN) MUNYARD who was born on November 16, 1805 and 
Christened in St Alphege’s on December 8, 1805.14 

 (v). ELIZABETH MUNYARD who was born on June 24, 1807 and 
christened at St Alphege’s on July 19. She died at the age of one year and nine months 
on April 12, 1809 nd is buried in Greenwich churchyard.14 



(vi). ALFRED HENRY MUNYARD who was born on March 13, 1809 in 
Greenwich. He was christened on May 21, 1809 at St Alphege’s. Alfred married 
CHARLOTTE TURNER on March 7, 1833 at St Paul’s Church, Covent Garden.

14 
Alfred and Charlotte had six children: Jessy born May 8, 1834 and christened at St 
Alphege’s on the 4th of June; Alfred born December 30, 1835 and christened at St 
Alphege’s on the 17th of February;  Sydney born October 30, 1837 and christened at 
St Alphege’s on the 3rd of December;  Margaret born June 17, 1840 and christened at 
St Alphege’s on the 15th of July;  Mathew Herbert born in Greenwich on April 29, 
1842 and christened at St Alphege’s on the 29th of May; and Lewis who was born in 
Greenwich on January 3, 1846 but died before he was six months old.15 Alfred’s wife 
Charlotte also died in 1846. 

 
In 1832 Alfred was living in Church Street, Greenwich and working as a 

butcher.15 The 1851 census shows the widower Alfred living at 48 London Street, 
Greenwich, which was where he had his butchers shop, with all his surviving 
children, his Mother Jenny aged 65, and an Ann MUNYARD aged 4516.  

In the 1881 census he is recorded at London Street with his niece Sarah, a 
widow aged 57, as his housekeeper.  There were also five assistants at the address but 
no other members of the family.17  He died on August 20, 1889 in Shepton Mallet in 
Somerset.18  The butchers shop still existed in the 1960’s  but after the end of World 
War II, in 1945, the road was renamed and numbered and the shop became, 251 
Greenwich High Road.19 

(vii). MATHEW MUNYARD who was born on February 8, 1811 in 
Greenwich, and christened on January 15, 1804 at St Alphege’s. He died on 
November 21, 1841 at Royal Hill in Greenwich and was buried in Greenwich 
churchyard on 26th November.20 

(viii).  HENRY EDWARD MUNYARD who was born on November 24, 
1812 at London Street, Greenwich, christened on January 3, 1813 at St Alphege’s. He 
died at the age of 78 on April 10, 1890 still in Greenwich.20 

 (ix). ELIZABETH MARY MUNYARD who was born on June 15, 1815 
and was christened at St Alphege’s on July 2nd. Sadly the second Elizabeth also died 
as an infant in August 1815 and was buried on September 1st in Greenwich 
Churchyard.20 

 

 



(xii). ARTHUR MUNYARD who was born on September 22, 1816 in 
Greenwich and was christened on November 3, 1816 in St Alphege’s. Arthur married 
Mary Ann ROSS in St Alphege’s on June 23, 1842.20 Arthur died in Greenwich on 
October 21, 188120  and Mary died on September 24, 1889.20 

 

 
Map of Deptford in 1740 by Rocque. Showing the Dockyard top left, Deptford 

Creek in the centre, Greenwich Hospital top right, St Alphege’s Church opposite 
the ‘street’ of Church Street and Deptford Bridge leading to the Broadway 

bottom left. 
 

(ix). GEORGE MUNYARD  was the ninth child of William Munyard and Ann 
Robins. He was christened at St Paul’s Church, Deptford on Christmas day 1776.20 
On August 23, 1795, George married MARY GANNER at St Michael’s Church, 
Wood Street in the City of London.21 The service was conducted by Robert Cooper 
and the witnesses were George’s brother Mathew and a Mary Bailey (Mathew 
married a Jenny Bayley in 1799 – were they related?). Wood Street is not far from 
where George was an apprentice, north of the Thames. He was 5½ years into the 
seven years of his indenture when he married. Marriage by an apprentice was not 
permitted, so did George give up his apprenticeship? Mary Ann, their first child was 
born 15 months after George and Mary were married. 
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Deptford Broadway in 1840  
 

By 1798, when their second daughter was born, George and Mary were living 
at Broadway, Deptford and his occupation was a Currier and Leather Cutter.

 
 By 1802 

when their fourth child, Charlotte was born, they had moved to London Street, 
Greenwich.22 

By 1841, George and Mary had moved to Terry’s Lodge at Ash in Kent a farm 
of 364 acres and in the census his occupation is given as a farmer. Also present at 
Terry’s Lodge on census night were their daughter Mary Ann, wife of William 
Brownfield and her daughter Emily Brownfield who was aged 11, (she was recorded 
in the census as 5), their son, George Munyard aged 27 and their widowed daughter in 
law Mary, née Roberts. She had been married to William Mead Munyard in 1838 but 
William had died in 1839. She later married George (jnr.) in 1845.  

George (snr.) died in Ash on November 10, 1845 and was buried at Greenwich 
on November 17th. His wife Mary died in Dartford in 1848.23 

 
George and Mary had ten children: 

 (i). MARY ANN MUNYARD  who was born on November 30, 1796.24 
Mary Ann married WILLIAM BROWNFIELD, son of William Brownfield and Sarah 
Halfpenny  
 
on February 3, 1817 in Saint Alphege’s Church, Greenwich.25  (See chapter, William 
and Mary Ann) 

 (ii). SARAH MUNYARD   who was born on November 5, 1798 at the 
Broadway, Deptford, London, and was christened on November 25, 1798, at St. 
Paul’s Church, Deptford.

26
  Sarah married THOMAS BROWNFIELD  on November 

16, 1818 in Saint Alphege’s Church, Greenwich.27 Sarah died of hepatitis at the age of 
41, on February 17, 1840 at Ballast Quay (See chapter, Thomas Brownfield). 

 (iii).  GEORGE MUNYARD who born on March 16, 1800 at the Broadway, 
Deptford and was christened on April 6, 1800 at St. Paul’s Church, Deptford.28  He 
married MARY ROBERTS on February 25, 1845 at St Martin in the Fields, 
Westminster.29 Mary Roberts was a widow having previously been married briefly, to 



George’s brother William Munyard. George died on February 12, 1853 at Ash in 
Kent.30 

 (iv). CHARLOTTE MUNYARD  who was born on March 10, 1802 at 
London Street, Greenwich and was christened on April 4, 1802 at St. Alphege’s 
Church, Greenwich.31 In the 1841 census Charlotte was recorded staying with her 
brother in law, Thomas Brownfield, at Crowley’s Wharf. She was still unmarried and 
had presumably come to look after the family, after the death of her sister Sarah the 
year before. She must have married as by the time of her death on  November 3, 1869 
as she was described as a widow. She remained close to her sister Mary Ann to whom 
she left a quarter of her residual estate. She also included her nieces Mary Ann and 
Emily Brownfield in her will. Samuel Brownfield was one of her executors. 

(v). WILLIAM MUNYARD who was born on December 16, 1803 at 
London Street, Greenwich and was christened on January 8, 1804 at St. Alphege’s, 
Greenwich.32   He died in October 1807, at the age of three, and was buried in 
Greenwich Churchyard on 12th October. 33 

(vi). CHARLES MUNYARD who was born on January 22, 1806 at London 
Street, Greenwich and was christened on February 11, 1806 at St. Alphege’s Church, 
Greenwich.34 Charles died on May 20, 1834 and was buried on May 23rd  in 
Greenwich Churchyard.35 

(vii). THOMAS MUNYARD  who was born on January 10, 1808 at London 
Street, Greenwich and was christened on February 7, 1808 at St. Alphege’s Church.36  
Thomas married EMMA EASTWOOD37. Emma had been born in 1833 at Bloomby 
(?abbreviation of Bloomsbury) in Middlesex38 she was therefore twenty-five years 
younger than Thomas. They had two sons Thomas, born on March 1, 1857 and 
William Christopher, born on September 1, 1864.39 Both boys were christened at St 
Alphege’s on May 11, 1866.

40  Thomas (snr.) died on October 21, 1881, at 1 Miles 
Terrace, East Greenwich.41  Emma died on July 3, 1892.42 

(viii).   WILLIAM MEAD MUNYARD was born on April 17, 1810 and was 
christened at St Alphege’s on April 22, 1810.43 William married MARY ROBERTS 
on November 20, 1838 but died five months later on April 19, 1839 at The High 
Street, Gravesend. He was buried on 26th April.44 

(ix). WALTER MUNYARD who was born on April 17, 1812 and was 
christened at St Alphege’s on May 17, 1812. Walter died in 1835 and was buried in 
Greenwich on 1st March.45 

 (x).  AUGUSTUS MUNYARD who was born on March 19, 1814 at 
London Street, Greenwich  and was christened on April 10, 1814 at St. Alphege’s 
Church, Greenwich.46  He married SARAH JANE OWEN on January 21, 1844 in 
Ash, Kent and died in Ash on March 4, 1856.47 Augustus was the ancestor of Irene 
Absalom in New Zealand 

(x). MARY ANN MUNYARD who was christened at St Paul’s, Deptford 
on May 9, 1779. 48 was their last child. 

The brothers Mathew and George seem to have been very close. They were 
brought up in Deptford where their father was a shoemaker. Both boys were 
apprenticed to a Mr. Hodges49, but although they were only two years apart in age, 
they were indentured some 6 years apart. A Thomas Arbuthnot who was also 
apprenticed at the same time became particularly close to George, acting as a witness 
at the weddings of both his older daughters. Mr. Hodges lived in the parish of St 
Martin’s Le Grand, north of the Thames and it is interesting that the boys should have 
been sent there, when there was a large congregation of leather workers closer to their 
home, at Bermondsey’s Leather market.50 It is possible that the family was connected 
with Munyards (Daniel Munyard married Phillis Ross at St Mildred’s Church in 
Poultry Street in 1756) living in this area but the relationship has not been proven.51 



 
“Mathew Munyard Son of William Munyard of Deptford Bridge in the County of Kent 
Cordwainer puts himself Apprentice to John Hodges of St Martins le Grand London 
Currier and also Citizen and Currier of London for the term of seven years by 
Indenture dated the 11th day of May 1787. 
Consid’ron Labour and service 
bound on the Order in the presence of Mr Warden Crowley” 
 
“George Munyard Son of William Munyard of Deptford in the County of Kent 
Cordwainer puts himself Apprentice to John Hodges of Saint Martins le Grand 
London Currier and also Citizen and Currier of London for the term of seven years by 
Indenture dated the 26th day of January 1793 
bound on the order   Consd’ron Labour and service” 
 

After George had finished his apprenticeship he worked first in the Broadway 
at Deptford as a Currier52 (one who colours leather after it is cured) 53 and Leather 
Cutter, but by 1800, he had moved to Greenwich and gone into partnership with his 
brother. M and G. Munyard are listed in Holden’s London Directory in 1800, 1802, 
and 1811 as Curriers and Leather Cutters in London Street, Greenwich (This is now 
known as Greenwich High Road). In 1834 a Mr. Richardson is quoted as saying “ In 
the last 20 years London Street, the main route into Greenwich from London, had 
changed from being a street of private homes to one of commerce with almost every 
house now having a shop frontage”54. In 1839 G. Munyard of London Street, 
Greenwich is listed in Pigot’s Commercial Directory for Kent, Surrey and Sussex 
under “Curriers and leather cutters”.55 In the 1841 census George and his wife Mary, 
both aged 65 are shown living at Terry’s Lodge Farm in Ash, Kent. George died on 
November 10, 1845 at Ash, but was buried in Greenwich. The business of G. 
Munyard was still listed selling leather at London Street in 1847.56 

Mathew and George also had a number of other business ventures and in 1810 
were paying rent for land that they had “reserved”, presumably for future 
development on Hatcliffe’s Estate and on Mr. Roan’s Estate.57 

 
Entries from books contained in the St. Alphege’s Parish Chest state: 
 
Hatcliffe’s Estate 
Rental: Messrs. Mathew and George Munyard, for the moiety of a rent of £35. 11s. 
per annum, reserved on a lease of two pieces of marsh land at the bottom of Horn 
Lane, for 21 years, from Lady-Day, 1810 

..........………………………..………………£5   10   0 
 
RENTAL OF MR ROAN’S ESTATE 
Messrs. Mathew and George Munyard, for the ground rent of a piece of land, marked 
in the plan No. 2 reserved for a lease for 61 years, from Midsummer, 1810,  

At per annum ……..……………………………………..………………...£8    8   0 
 
Messrs. Mathew and George Munyard, for the ground rent of a piece of land, marked 
in the plan No. 3  reserved for a lease for 61 years, from Midsummer, 1810,  

At  per annum…………………………,………..…………………………...£8    8   0 
 

The Brownfield and Munyard families remained in touch for some time 
William Brownfield (married to Mary Ann Munyard) was executor of the will of his 
brother-in-law George Munyard written in 1846,59  although he was not present when 
the will was proved on March 26, 1853. Samuel Brownfield was an executor of his 



Uncle, Thomas Munyard’s will, written in 1880.60 Many of the Munyards remained in 
Greenwich, although a number moved to Ash, a village a few miles south of the river 
on the other side of Blackheath and later to Meopham. William Brownfield and his 
wife Mary Ann (Munyard) also retired to Meopham where they are both buried61. 
There were sixteen Munyards listed in the 1851 census as being in Greenwich on 
Sunday March 30.62 In the 1881 census there were twenty-one Munyards recorded at 
five addresses in Greenwich,63 but no Brownfields, who had all moved to Gravesend 
or Meopham. As recently as 1969 there was a butchers shop in Greenwich High Road 
still known as “MUNYARDS”. 64 A number of Munyards also emigrated to Australia 
and New Zealand. 
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