GENERATION NO. 5
WILLIAM AND MARY ANN

5. I WILLIAM BROWNFIELD was born on June™1794 in
East Greenwich and was christened on June 29, 1794 in St. Alphege’shC
Greenwich:

William Brownfield 1794 - 1862

On 14" July 1808, at the age of fourteen, William was apprenticed as a
waterman, to his father William. He received his freedomthe Company of
Watermen and Lightermen off 8f August 1815,

William was the first of the Brownfield brothers to marnta the Munyard
family, when on February 3, 1817 he married MARY ANN MUNYARD St
Alphege’s Church. Mary Ann had been born on November 30,*i@3Beptford, but
her family had moved to Greenwich in about 1800 and were living indoibtreet,
where her father had a currier’s business. Her mother wags Genner. The wedding
was a few months before herdirthday so the entry in the marriage register records
that she was a minor and that the marriage was under a lisgthcethe consent of
“her natural and lawful father” George Munyard.

The witnesses at the wedding wére:

George Munyard, Thos. Arbuthnot William Brownfield

Thomas Arbuthnot was a Currier and close friend of the bride’srfatBeorge
Munyard. The two boys had been apprentices together under the instruciiomnnof
Hodges in 1793. He was also to be a witness at the wedding of Geesgpaind
daughter Sarah to Thomas Brownfield.

On the entry in the St Alphege’s marriage register in 1817iahillgives his
occupation as Waterm3rbut like his father he worked to improve his position and in
1816
he had bought a share of a “flush decked brig” the “Hope” and gaeetupation as
Pilot’ although he was not to receive his Trinity house Warrant until 3826.



The Board of Trade register “London Coasting Trade”, Entry Nodafed 2°
May 1816° states:

Owner: Edward Savage and others
(including William Brownfield of Greenwich, Pilot, who held 1/32
share).

Vessel's name: Hope

Of what place: London

Captain: Thomas Herbert

Built: Chester

Launched: 16 March 1816

Builders: Mulvey and Evans

Burthen: 154 tons

Length: 73 3

Breadth: 22" 244"

Type: Flush decked brig

Figurehead No

Galley No

It was usual for men training to be pilots to have experienceaabsethere is
no record of where William did this, however or"iof January 1826 the Corporation
of Trinity House granted William Brownfield a pilot's wartdfi

Licence Number: 351

Residence: Greenwich

Qualification: “From London Bridge to Graveseamd back
again to London Bridge.”

Description: “5 feet 5% inches high, dark complexion, wears

his own thin dark brown hair”
On the 4 of August 1829 he was examined again and certificated for

“Vessels above 14 feet Draft of Water”
In the 1841 Census, William is shown living in Crowley’s Wharf néoxor to his
brother Thomas, but in the baptism records at St Alphege's, for WillEm’s 12
children, including Augustus in 1842, they are recorded as livingaa$® Quay;
only Charlotte in 1827 is recorded as being born at Crowley’'s WhaofvI€y's
Wharf is continuous with Ballast Quay and it is possible thatndimes were used
indiscriminately rather than the family was moving up and downrdhd. A picture
taken from ‘Microsoft Virtual Earth’ contained in Family EréMaker 2008, shows
Ballast Quay as it is today. In the picture the remain€rofvley’s Wharf is at the
bottom and all of the row of houses facing the river are Baflamy. The 1841
census is very confusing as there is a note that the enumee#itouti page 29’ with
a number of separate entries for Ballast Quay adjaceft louses in Crowley’'s
Wharf and Batchelor Hall, which appears to be a tenement veeseral families
lived. James lived in the terrace at Ballast Quay nextewvi@y House. It is of course
highly likely that the houses which were recorded in the 1841 censes be@an
replaced. Seven of William’s nine surviving children, and Jankdiawis a female
servant aged 20, were in the house on census day, JuMagy Ann, William’s wife
and Emily their 11 year old daughter (she was recorded as age¢desdensus) were
not present because they were staying with Mary Ann’s par&etsrge and Mary
Munyard at Terry’s Lodge in Ash, Kent.



William’s children recorded at Ballast Quay were:

Mary (Ann) aged 20 William aged 7
Robert aged 18 Samuel aged 5
Charlotte aged 15 Caroline aged 3
Sarah aged 9

In the will of George Munyar® signed in 1846, of which William was an
executor, it states that William was ‘late of Cranee&t. It is possible that the family
moved briefly into his father’'s house in Crane Street after ééghdin March 1845
and before they moved to Gravesend. William and Mary Ann left lExésvWharf in
about 1845/6, which may have been following the auction of his Fatherperties
on Monday November 3, 1845, as included in the sale were:

“Six extremely well situate private residences, with a Wwatese adjoining on
Crowley’s Wharf, Greenwich, commanding the most extensiwe wethe river and
surrounding country; let to old and respectable tenants at net rentatgiating to
£119; held under Morden College for a long term of years at an extremely low
ground rent.”

James and Jane also left Ballast Quay and moved to Gravesainoua the
same time.

In the 1847 Poll Book for GreenwichVilliam is shown as living at 10, The
Grove, Gravesend, so he had presumably only just mdvatie Grove is a road
containing large detached and semi-detached villas, in the cdrtven, leading up
from the Clock Tower,.

By 1851, William and his family had moved again, to 5 MiltoncBJaviilton
next Gravesend. Recorded in the census return which was cahduct8unday
March 33* were:

William 57 Pilot Mary Ann 53

wife
Charlotte 23 Daughter William (Henry) 19 Son
Sarah 17 Daughter Samuel 15 Son
Augustus 9 Son
Maria CURTIS 18 a house servant.

Emily Brownfield (20) and unmarried was staying with Mary Anral{Hher
sister at 6 Darnley Terrace, GraveséhBrothers Robert and George were married
and living next to each other at numbers 29 and 31 Wellington SBestesend®
Caroline had been left behind at school in Greentfiahd William Arbuthndf and
Emmd?® had died as children.

Number 5 Milton Place was a substantial terraced house witheaview
across a park to the River Thames. From the front windows itdwoave been
possible to see ships making their way from the entrance efsthary into the river,
ready to pick up a pilot at Gravesend for the journey up to London. Opphbsit
house was Holy Trinity Church, which became the family churcst #8phege’s had
been in Greenwich. In the picture on the next pMikon Terrace can be seen in the
background on the left. Number 5 is immediately to the rigkt@farchway.



HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 1962, before demolition in 1963. Built in 1844 by architect J. Wilso
was at one time the ‘fashionable’ church in the town, supported by the pilots and
waterside fraternity. Here was held from 1908 the annual Pilot's Service on Trinity Sun|
which some of the elder brethren of Trinity House attend (now moved to St George's

On April 7, 1861 when the next census was taken, William wagglivack in
The Grove, at No. 2, with his wife Mary Ann. This was an awene imposing house
very close to the centre of the town. It is near the edmpehe clock tower, where the
post office now stands. He was aged 67 and still recorded &xt.aAf80 in the house
were Charlotte an unmarried daughter (Charlotte was marriegpier@ber the same
year, just before her father died) and their disabled sohawiHenry, with a 20-
year-old general servant Ann Mead.

William was recorded in the Trinity House records as beingranpeated in
1863%' but in fact had died on 310ctober 1867 at the age of 68 and on his death
certificate his occupation is described as a retired.pilo¢ informant present at his
death was recorded on the certificate as an H. Brownfield,tHare is no H.
Brownfield of an appropriate age on my database. (Could it havetheedisabled
William Henry, who might have been known as Henry although he had beemied
as William in the 1851 census and William Henry in 18617?) TheecaligVilliam’s
death was exhaustion due to the effects of a carbuncle, Wwhibhd had for ten days.
William was buried at St John’s Church Meopham on NovemB&g6Z2°

This is the last Wil and Testamemf me William Brownfield of 3 Grove
Gravesend in the County of Kent Pilot First | direct the paymemhyfust debts
funeral and testamentary expenses as soon as conveniently may beyafezrease
| give and bequeath to my dear wife Mary Ann Brownfield all my household goods
and furniture linen china plate glass and other effects in my house abthef my
death for her own use and benefit during her natural life and after heh degve
and bequeath the same equally between my two daughters Charlotte and Hraly i
shall then be living and unmarried or to such one of them as shall thigaringeand
unmarried for their or her absolute use and benefit but if both

of them my said daughters Charlotte and Emily shall be dead or ménaed direct
that the same shall fall into and become part of the residue of my prapet go
therewith as

hereinafter mentioned And as to all the rest residue and remaofdére property
Estate and Effects whether real or personal and of what kind whatstieveame
may be of which | may die possessed of or entitled to | give dadskequeath the



same to my Sons in Law Windover Edmund Fry and George Edmeads Tolhurst my
Executors hereinafter named and appointed Upon the trusts following ttaisesy
Upon trust to get in and convert the same into money as soon as corlyenanbe

after my decease and to invest the same in the purchase of GoveStmek or
Annuities at the Bank of England or lend the same on mortgage of Freehold or
Leasehold Securities in England in the names of them the said Windover Edyund F
and George Edmeads Tolhurst and Upon further trust to pay to or permitudfied s

my said wife to receive the rents and profits to arise from esyduary estate and
effects as aforesaid for her own absolute use and benefit during theoteher
natural life and after her decease Upon trust to pay thereout the sune dfumdred
pounds Sterling to my son William Henry Brownfield and which legabyelto him

free of legacy duty for his absolute use and after paying the leda®said to my

said Son William Henry Brownfield Upon Trust to pay distribute and dellisee

said trust monies and promises equally between all and every myaahlildhildren
(including my said Son William Henry and my said daughters Charlotte and)Emily
who shall be then living share and share alike for their respeatds®lute use and
benefit And | hereby nominate constitute and appoint my said sons in |aaidhe
Windover Edmund Fry and George Edmeads Tolhurst Executors and trustees of thi
my Will And | hereby revoke all former Wills Codicils osfBenentary dispositions

by me made and do declare this only to be my last Will and TestameiitinessV
whereof | the said William Brownfield the Testator have to thyslast Will and
Testament contained in this and the preceding sheet of paper set myisamehty
seventh day of February in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty
two - William Brownfield - Signed and declared by the said Williaow#field the
Testator as and for his last Will and Testament in the presencg who were both
present at one and the same time and who at his request in his presehin the
presence of each other have hereunto subscribed our names as wititéssting the
same —

Tho. Munyard 1 Miles Terrace Greenwich Kent

Charles Brownfield 152 Wellington Street Gravesend

Probate was granted on his will on"24ovember. The will was erroneously indexed
under the name of Bownfield, the record stéfes:

“William - under 1000 pounds. The will of William Bownfield otherwise
Brownfield late of 3 Grove Gravesend in the County of Kent, gdoeased who died
31 October at Meopham in said county was proved at the Principal Registthe by
oaths of Windover Edmund Fry of 4 Clements Lane in the city of Layefdleman
and George Edmeads (sic) Tolhurst of Laurel lawn in the parish of Geararg the
county of Oxford, gentleman, the Executors”.

Windover Edmund Fry and George Edmeades Tolhurst were the husbands of
William'’s daughters, Sarah and Caroline.



A photograph (portrait photography had become
available in the late 1850s) from ‘Joan Brownfield’s Baby|
Book’ captioned “Joan’s Great Great Grandmother.”

Joan’s parents were first cousins once removed so Mary
Ann Munyard would have been her Great Grandmother
on her Father’s side and her Great, Great Grandmother
on her Mother’s side. The book would have been made by
her Mother and appears to refer to her side of the family.
It is therefore reasonable to presume that this is Mary
Ann Munyard

When William died, he must have just moved with Mary Ann tm& Villas
in Meopham, a village 4 miles south of Gravesend as on hik degtficate and in
the probate record (above), his death is recorded as beingogthde. After his
death, Mary Ann went on living at the same house in Meophamnd.iat Alma
Villas with her in 1871, were their unmarried daughter Emihg alisabled son
William Henry, with a new servant Mary Harben aged just®®young maid would
have been much cheaper to employ, than a trained woman, whictstsutige like
most widows at this time, when the breadwinner died shel limevery reduced
circumstancedNo head of the household is recorded, as Mary Ann was not present
when the census was taken on April 2. Alma Villas consisted@fhibuses on the
opposite side of Meopham Road from the George Inn and Meopharay&

Nos. 1 and 2 Alma Villas, now known as ‘York House’ and ‘Fibank’



Mary Ann died at Alma Villas on 12of August 1878, of apoplexy (a stroke),
from which she had been suffering for one momtie cause of death was certified by
C. Pinching M.R.C.S. who was a family friend, having been aesg at the marriage
of Charlotte to George Philips Parker in 1862. The informanepted the death was
Rosetta Stevens of The Street, MeopRam.

The entry in the Probate Register stafes:

BROWNFIELD Mary Ann.Personal Estate under £300"1@ctober.
The will of Mary Ann Brownfield late of Meopham in the County ot K&/idow, who
died 12" August 1878 was proved at the PRINCIPAL REGISTRY by Windover
Edmund Fry of 32 Weighton Road, South Penge Park in the county of Surrey,
Merchant one of the executors.
(Windover Edmund FRY was her son in law, husband of Sarah. Their daughte
Charlotte, who had married in 1862, also lived in Penge)

Mary Ann was buried with her husband in a grave at St John’s Church,
Meopham. Her son, William Henry was later buried in the sgrage and a stone
erected also in remembrance of three of their grandchildrersotine of their eldest
daughter Mary Ann (Hall).

The east side of the stone reagls:
In memory of
Mr WILLIAM BROWNFIELD
who died October 311862
aged 68 years
also of MARY ANN
BROWNFIELD
wife of the above
born November 301796 died
August 12" 1798 aged 82 years

In affectionate remembrance ¢f
two grandsons of the above
JAMES CHARLES HALL

who was drowned at sea
on 19" of December 1872
aged 22 years

and on the West side and of
In memory of THOMAS BAYLIS HALL
HARRY AUGUSTUS HALL | who died of typhoid fever at s¢a
grandson of on 19" January 1878
WILLIAM AND MARY ANN aged 16 years
BROWNFIELD
and brother of JC & TB HALL also
who died in California 27 June WILLIAM HENRY
1890 BROWNFIELD
in his 38" year son of the above

born March 12 1832
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